


HISTORIAN
Marvin A. Luckerman (Editor Catastophism and Ancient History)

Uniformitarianism has ruled almost supreme for the last 100 years. However with
the advent of the space missions investigating the planets, and with our planet
being littered with fossils indicating sudden deaths, catastrophism has slowly
advanced to challenge uniformitarianism. It has risen with the help of pioneers like
Donald Patten. His new book, Catastrophism and the Old Testament, ought to lead
astronomers, cosmologists and others to re-examine their old ideas and theories,
linked to the 200-year old nebular hypothesis,

Now, established scholars are forced to recognize that conditions on Mars like the
atmosphere, the heat, the volcanism, the cratering, the former abundance of water
and the Martian flood have changed its surface radically and suddenly. They
assume those changes were billions of years ago; Donald Patten in his book affirms
that those changes were thousands of years ago.

My area of specialization is ancient history. It is my belief that the ancient records
and legends of man detail and describe such planetary disasters. It is my opinion
that only with a study of catastrophism can archaeology, astronomy and geology
gain a true understanding of our solar system. It is this combination that makes
Donald Patten's work very valuable in both ancient history and astronomy.

ENGINEER
Samuel R. Windsor (Mechanical Engineer, Naval Architect)

This is a book I wish | had read forty years ago.
(See introduction in the Foreword)

PHYSICIST
Ronald R. Hatch (Orbital Analyst)

Don is inquisitive. He looks for patterns in geography and in history, and he finds
them. Would you have thought of counting the craters on Mars (by 10° grids)
looking for a pattern? Or would you have thought of analyzing the Biblical record of
ancient catastrophes, looking for a cyclic pattern? In both cases, Don perceived, he



looked and he found. Now he offers to the 20th century the explanation
constructed in accord with Newtonian mechanics. He found that 91% of the craters
of Mars were all in one hemisphere if its center were viewed at 45° south latitude
and 160° west longitude. Such indicates that 82% of the thousands of craters of
Mars all occurred during one single catastrophic hour. Furthermore, those
fragments which missed Mars proceeded on to become the asteroids. This
cataclysmic event he estimates at about 12,000 years ago, not 3 or 3% billion years
past.

He has sensed that catastrophes described (and to some extent dated) in the Old
Testament were astronomical in nature. Historically a 108-year pattern has been
found. The 108-year pattern fits an orbital resonance model which I had the
pleasure of working out with Don when I was with the aero-space division of the
Boeing Co. I think you will enjoy and be challenged by Catastrophism and the Old
Testament.
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Preface

This work is intended to enrich and to invigorate the literature of catastrophism and
creationism. It is intended to carry on the rich literary tradition of such
catastrophists as:

« Noah, the quality carpenter, 25th century B.C.

- Isaiah, the perceptive prophet, 8th century B.C.

« William Whiston, astronomer and theologian, 17th century.

« Baron Cuvier, founder of paleontology, 19th century.

« Louis Agassiz, conceptualist of the ice age, 19th century.

« George McCready Price, catastrophic geologist, early 20th century
« Byron Nelson, catastrophic writer, early 20th century.

« Alfred Rehwinkel, catastrophic writer, mid 20th century.

« Immanuel Velikovsky, catastrophic writer, mid 20th century.

These last six catastrophists have suggested or supported tides as agents for
catastrophism, usually in the sense of global oceanic upheavals. With the exception
of Whiston and Velikovsky, no attempt was made to identify the astronomical
planet causing those global tides. Our endeavor is to understand the astronomical
nature, hence also the inherent cyclicism of these catastrophes, their intensities
and the nearness of the flybys. This is to establish the celestial mechanics, that is,
the orbital mechanics of catastrophism. In so doing, a deeper and more
comprehensive understanding is achieved both for the geography and the history of
our planet.
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Foreword

This book is a direct challenge to the contenders in the debate on origins. Don
Patten is offering explanations that correspond to reported observations and is
challenging the yard sticks for Earth history employed by science. His book
essentially says "Yes mother, I know we are all supposed to appreciate the
emperor's fine dress, but the emperor is wearing no clothes." Don Patten has
written a story so engrossing that I doubt any student of the "large" questions can
put it aside. Those large questions include:

« What caused mountains? (It wasn't continental "drift.")

« What is the cause of geomagnetism on earth? (Indeed, what is its cause on any
planet or star?)

« Why are warm-weather animal remains found at both poles?

- Why, once frozen, did quick-frozen mammoths never thaw?

« What mechanism could quick-freeze "elephants" together with subtropical
vegetation surrounding them?

= Why, if the significant changes are gradual, do virtually all earth changes occur
in violent, debris-littered environments?

« What gradual mechanism could put a saline lake (like Lake Titicaca in Bolivia)
with sea-horses in it at a 13,000-foot elevation, then steadily decrease its
salinity?

« What could have been going on in nature that encouraged ancient armies to
schedule battle for the "natural failure" of a city's defenses, even to predicting
the day?

« Why, if mountain uplifts occurred before people inhabited the earth, do we find
historical description of those same changes?

- How can we be asked to believe seriously that exact descriptions of Mars and its
satellites (Deimos and Phobos) from antiquity were lucky guesses?

« How could all cultures before our modern era have been unable to correctly
count 365% days per year? And why were they all wrong (in unison) by the same
5% day increment?

« How (and why) did ancient astronomy/astrology (circa 4500 B.C.) observers
predict that constellations would be eventually located where they came to be
found in 700 B.C.? (Contemporary astronomers, note that zodiac constellations
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are 2 millennia out of phase with contemporary astronomy conditions, i.e. when
the "crab" should have been in Gemini, why did the ancients name it Cancer)?

Don Patten embarked on a quest many years ago. He wanted to know why
explanations he received on origins were corroborated neither by physical evidence
nor by recorded history.

This book proposes a refreshingly new concept that "fits" the observed data. It is
also a commentary on the extreme and unsubstantiated positions taken by
"establishment" scientists and by "inspired" fiat creationists. At one point in this
work, Don notes the need each extreme camp has for the other. The creation
extremists find themselves addressing the implications of natural upheaval, the
circumstance described and the time required by explaining that “there are
mysteries about which we must content ourselves with faith." The evolutionary
extremists find themselves addressing the implications of catastrophism by
explaining that large changes require extended periods of time, or if incremental,
have occurred in the dim recesses of the astronomical past.

The promotion of these positions finds the fiat creationists demanding a universal
pursuit of ignorance and finds the evolutionary scientists riding over hill and dale in
search of non-existent evidence to support their unsubstantiated "certainties."

Our scientific community has been able to look at close-up evidence of
astronomical catastrophism on other planets such as Mars and not comment on the
fact that civilization's ancient histories gave physical corroboration. The "faith"
position demanded by uniformitarian science for all astronomical catastrophism
being eons ago forces them to identify historical accounts as "coincidence" and
"lucky guesses' on the part of early day reporters.

Don has taken the position of inquiry. He asks the "logical" questions. When he
finds historical accounts of celestial lightning in three different ancient cultures and
then finds an actual physical example operating in the Jupiter-Io system, Don asks
why is it “logical" to assume our ancient forefathers "imagined" such phenomenon
when they correctly described both event and consequence. How could they guess
such phenomena exist? How could they correctly describe astronomical motion
changes attendant to such electrical phenomena? Don describes the crust, shifting

12



and skidding on the mantle that strips electrons to create the geomagnetic field
and interplanetary current, plus, of course, the shifting of the Sun and Moon (in
tandem) in wild deviation from the horizon norm.

Were ancient reports of eyewitness accounts a series of "lucky guesses" or
"coincidental" patterning on the part of our imaginative ancestors? It becomes
more difficult to accept the evolutionary communities' pronouncements on each
new discovery with any response more serious than a curt guffaw!

The fiat creationists are quick to pounce upon the absurdity of embarrassed
"scientific" explanations. However, they then throw the baby out with the bath
water when they claim that the lack of supporting evidence for accepted evolution
dogma “proves" that their own, unsupported positions "must" be true.

It was a fiat creationist that noted the "annual silt layers" used by science to
account for years as "eras" may be seen in the fallout from Mount St. Helens. Thus,
the analytic processes that "prove" dinosaurs ceased roaming the earth 70 million
years ago also "prove" Mount St. Helens last erupted in the 16th century. However,
because it was a contemporary event, news releases are convincing evidence that
the "last" eruptions occurred from 1980 on. Don Patten believes the scientifically
accepted evolutionary processes are as faulty without contrary filmed evidence of
the event as with it.

A fiat creationist has observed that all geomagnetic data available to us
demonstrates a decay of permanent magnetism. Evolutionary science, in a
magnificent leap of faith, preaches that the earth's geomagnetic field is currently
diminishing in strength but is doing so following a "pulsating" or oscillating scheme.
The fiat creationist points out the absurdity of the evolutionary science "faith"
position when he notes that there is not now, nor has there ever been any data
collected showing slowly increasing “trends" of the geomagnetic field. There is not
now, nor has there ever been evidence supporting the “fact" that the earth's
geomagnetic field is being generated by ongoing electrical currents. Unencumbered
by this lack of evidence (and to support uniformitarian dogma), considerable public
money has been spent in a failed search for such "current."
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The fiat creationist in turn then ignores the significance and the ramifications of
some 170 paleomagnetic polarity reversals, only to claim that any failure of
evolution to live up to its image of logic and fact adherence "proves" a fiat creation
some four millennia B.C.

Any reader who has looked at the Grand Tetons and questioned the engineering
mechanics required to extrude" them vertically by alleged horizontal or lateral
forces will find this book an oasis of reason in a desert of wishful thinking. Any
astronomer, trying to ascribe the Uranian skewed magnetic axis and devastated
satellites to some theory of gradualism or even to a violent beginning followed by a
"peaceful" life, will find this book a precursor to some real, productive thought.
Such thought will be useful when the data about Neptune and the third example of
interplanetary lightning (Triton to Neptune) becomes available in 1989. (The
historical Mars-Earth lightning is the second example.)

This is a book I wish I had read forty years ago.

Samuel R. Windsor, P.E. Bronson and Windsor
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Chapter -1
World Views of Origin and Time

CURRENT INTEREST AND CONFRONTATION. In America during the last 10 or 15
years, the public has been the spectator to a series of open debates on Earth
history between Fiat Creationists® and Humanistic Evolutionists.2 Frequently, the
forum of the debate has been a lecture room on a college or university campus in
the evening. Usually the interest has been brisk. Usually there has been
confrontation.

On one side has been one or two veteran (and persuasive) creationists. On the
other side has been one or two knowledgeable, humanistic faculty members,
specialists in perhaps anthropology, biology, geology or astronomy. Interest in the
subject of origins has always been popular. The confrontational nature of the event
has added excitement and expectation. Knowing this, the media have found such
forums to be good copy. Thus, publicity has been relatively easy to achieve.

More recently, in addition to debate forums on college campuses, Fiat Creationists
have moved out another step. Litigation concerning school textbooks has been
instituted by Fiat Creationists in the courts, usually in a Southern state. The
litigation has been on the basis of a need for "equal representation" or "fairness" in
classroom curricula and materials, including textbooks.

The decision-makers in education have been hesitant to grant to Fiat Creationism
such privileged status. They have had no trouble granting uniformitarian-based
views and literatures such status due to the widespread acceptance of
uniformitarianism? over the last 10 or 12 decades. Appeal courts have agreed with
the decision-makers in education by denying Fiat Creationists their contentions and

aspirations in state education.
THE ROLE OF SCIENCE IN INVESTIGATIONS OF EARTH HISTORY.
The modus operandi of science is experimentation. Duplicating and rerunning

similar experiments and comparing the results for verification has been the basic
historical system for science. But events in Earth history cannot be put into



experiments and rerun. Therefore, an addition to experimental science is needed,
and that addition is known as "theoretical science." Theoretical science is only as
valid as its assumptions, many of which are conscious assumptions and some of
which are subconscious assumptions. Too often, theoretical science is presented in
a dogmatic and pretentious way, and sometimes, theoretical scientists claim
opinions and consensus as facts which later are reversed or changed.

Fiat Creationists have taken the role of "theoretical theologians" rather than
theoretical scientists, and they, too, have tended to render their insights and
opinions as the final word both in their writings and in their debate presentations.

Evolutionary Humanists, representing a far different approach to Earth history, have
been quick to seize such debate forums to demonstrate their leadership to the
academic community on or about campus. In so doing, Evolutionary Humanists
affirm their status among academia.

Simultaneously, Fiat Creationists have been quick to seize such debate forums in
order to gain exposure and in order to rattle the skeletons in the closets of
evolution, loudly and publicly when possible. Thus, they also gain a following from
among the American populace, a populace which has a place in its heart for the
"underdog." Also, the American populace has not responded well to the idea of
"chance," sponsored by the evolutionists. Invariably, a small but significant
following has been developed by the Fiat Creationists, and that following has come
from a segment of our society with evangelical backgrounds and with Biblical
allegiances. Usually, the funding provided for Fiat Creationism has been spent far
more on promotion than on trying to do superior science.

The Evolutionary Humanists* already have their funding in place in the form of
faculty salaries and tenure. The Fiat Creationists use these forums to develop a
support base. The Evolutionary Humanists need such forums (and the Fiat
Creationist opponent) in order to make a good showing and in order to candidate for
academic promotion and leadership. The Fiat Creationist also needs a good
showing in order to gain support. Although each group does not care for the other
(at all), yet they need each other for such confrontations. This is what one may term
“The Like Needs of Opposites."



In this process of confrontation, some six changes occur within education and
within society at large:

A. Fiat Creationists do their homework and rattle the skeletons in the closets of
Evolutionary Uniformitarianism in public quite effectively.

B. Fiat Creationists score well and gain a wider following among some student
groups and among some evangelicals with Biblical allegiances.

C. Fiat Creationists imply that the only alternative to the Evolutionary
Uniformitarian view is their world view. And vice versa. Thus, if one doesn't
accept the opponent's view, he automatically falls into the other camp.

D. Humanists present Evolutionary Uniformitarianism as fact usually and not
as theory, and further, it is offered as the only alternative world view to Fiat
Creationism.

E. Both groups have no interest in suggesting there might be a third or a fourth
world view which could be viable. These two groups prefer an "either/or"
conclusion.

F. The gulf presumed between the Biblical account of origins and science thus
widens perceptibly. This widened gulf is observed by the general reading
public, by the media, and by students.

AN ASSESSMENT OF CREATIONIST-EVOLUTIONIST CONFRONTATIONS

Fiat Creationists, regular church-goers and fundamental traditionalists, assume and
posture that they understand the Old Testament on the topic of origins. The
Evolutionary Humanists, regular non-church goers, mistakenly agree. That Fiat
Creationists in fact do not understand the Old Testament with respect to Earth
history and origins is precisely a major theme of this book. Their criticisms of
evolutionary theory are often valid, however, as are the criticisms by the
Evolutionary Humanists of Fiat Creationism. Yet, the "either/or" context of the
presentation leaves the audience to conclude that one position or the other must
be so. None of these debaters or speakers allows the possibility that they are both
mistaken. This is the possibility which must be examined. One has to ask the



naughty question, "What if the criticisms of both groups are mostly correct?" And,
"What if both groups have flawed premises?" Who then is the real winner? Who
then are the real losers?

FOUR WORLD VIEWS INSTEAD OF TWO. Examples could be cited describing what
each of the two sides affirms to be the most important. Instead, perhaps the more
cogent approach is to cite THE ASSUMPTIONS that each side brings to the forum.
Identifying the assumptions will make it easier to ascertain both the inherent
strengths and the inherent weaknesses of each side.

But, there aren't just two views. A third view, the "Theistic Evolution View"® needs
to be included, because here is another attempt to reconcile theoretical science,
Earth history and the Biblical narrative. Fourthly, yet another view should be
considered, the "Planetary Catastrophist View."® It is advocated that the Planetary
Catastrophist view is better Earth history, is better theoretical science, and offers a
more consistent Biblical perspective.

BASIC ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT FIVE CASES IN EARTH HISTORY

Four issues common in cosmology will be cited for analysis of the assumptions
inherent in each approach. To these four will be added a fifth topic, a seldom-if-
ever considered issue, yet one of considerable import. These five issues will help
identify the radically different assumptions of each world view and their responses
to events recorded in ancient literature, a heritage of which the Old Testament is
the flagship. Those five cases are as follows.

e CASE 1. How did the solar system originate and when?

« CASE 2. Did the Flood of Noah occur and if so, how and when?

- CASE 3. Was was the Long Day of Joshua actually extended and if so, why and
by how much?

« CASE 4. Why is the Earth's orbit located between the astronomical regions of
fire and ice?

« CASE 5. Why did Moses repeatedly describe semi-arid Palestine as a land of
"milk and honey" in the Pentateuch?

It is interesting to explore and to observe how each World View responds to these
five pivotal issues.



CASE 1. THE ORIGIN OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM

UNIFORMITARIAN VIEW: In the evolutionary system, about 4 or 4.6 billions of
years ago, there was an extrusion of a gaseous filament out of our Sun. The hot,
extruded materials dispersed and cooled. In cooling, they coalesced and collected
or accreted into planets or sometimes into planet satellites, asteroids or even
meteor streams. What caused the gaseous extrusion from the Sun is unknown.
What is known is that such a theoretical event was not caused by a closely-passing
star in our galaxy on a close flyby to the Sun.”

Concerning the distribution of the eight largest (and innermost) planets, Pluto
excepted, they line up on a single, thin plane of alignment. It is known as the
planetary ecliptic plane." This plane is more than 7° deviant from the Sun's
equatorial plane. Thus it would seem that such ejecta, if it occurred, was neither
ejected from the Sun by centrifugal force nor was it pulled out by a passing star.
Once again, this offset alignment is explained "by chance."

Light vs. Heavy Elements. If such an ejecta occurred, the Sun kept such lighter
elements as helium (25% of the Sun's mass) and hydrogen (73%%). The Sun
ejected or extruded such heavier elements as aluminum, calcium, iron, silicon and
uranium in large amounts. This was also by chance.

Distribution of Ejecta. In addition, within the inner 400 million miles of the solar
system was extruded only 1 part in 225 of the total extrusion (forming Mercury,
Venus, the Moon, Earth, Mars and the asteroids). Out beyond the 400 million mile
zone was expelled 99%:% of the ejecta, or 224 parts of 225. This thin inventory
(%2%) of the inner solar system and the heavy inventory (99%%) of the outer solar
system makes little sense distributionally.

Spin. The spin rates of Mars and the Earth are 1477 minutes and 1436 minutes
respectively, a 97% similarity. (Their tilts are 98% similar also.) The spin rates of
Saturn and Jupiter are 615 and 590% minutes respectively, a 96% similarity. In all
four instances there is abundant spin. If ejecta were to cool, to collide, and to stick
or accrete, this still would not produce spin. In the uniformitarian cosmology, spin
for the planets arose by processes unknown. The similarities of spin rates (Mars
with Earth (97%), Neptune with Uranus (98%) and Saturn with Jupiter (96%) ) are
also accorded to chance. Better explanations are needed and are possible.



The Solar Orbit. In uniformitarianism, time (like chance) assumes a major role. The
Sun is known to have an orbit around the Milky Way galaxy, and that orbit is known
to require about 180 million years. In the evolutionary system, in 4.6 billions of
years, the Sun has necessarily made 25+ such orbits around the galaxy.

However, the Sun's nearest stellar neighbors, such as Alpha Centauri and its
partners, Barnard's Star and its partner, and Sirius each have different trajectories
and different velocities. Yet, somehow, by chance and despite 4 billions of years of
time, these several stars (after 25 trips around the galaxy) remain in a spiral arm
structure along with others of the Sun's nearer stars. Our spiral arm happens to be
considered the second outermost of the spiral arms of the Milky Way. That such a
spiral arm, The Orion Arm, would have retained its structure after 25 long 180-
million-year orbits is a remarkable dogma indeed.

FIAT CREATIONIST VIEW: In contrast, somewhere between 6,000 and 10,000
years before the present, God formed the Earth, the Moon, the other 8 planets,
their satellite systems, their craters, their volcanoes, their spin rates and spin axis
tilts, the icy rings of Saturn, the asteroids, comets and meteor streams along with
the Milky Way galaxy and any number of other galaxies.

If some of those galaxies happen to appear to have a distance of 30,000 or 40,000
light years (well beyond the 10,000-year limitation), they were created with their
light already en route at the instant of creation. All of these planets, comets,
satellites, stars and asteroids were created (suddenly) by the Word of God, which is
energy. So creation has occurred according to this theological attempt at
theoretical science.

THEISTIC EVOLUTION VIEW: This view is much like the uniformitarian view, known
popularly as the "Nebular Hypothesis" for the origin of the solar system, with the
exception that such was directed throughout the ages by God, more or less as He is
revealed in the Old Testament. Although the solar system may be (and is) a product
of much time, it is not a product of chance. The basic problems inherent in the
nebular hypothesis, some of which were suggested in previous pages, remain
without any additional insights.



PLANETARY CATASTROPHIST VIEW: Recently, between 100,000 and 500,000
years ago (that is, roughly 250,000 years ago), the Sun in its galactic travels (about
12 miles per second) travelled about 1 light year per 600 Earth years. In those
travels, it bumped into" or overran a collection of relatively small planets revolving
around each other in a complex "binary" system.

As the Sun draws a comet in, so the Sun attracted and drew in this complex system
of at least 30 mutually revolving planets and satellites, some with pre-existing spin
rates. The entire collection (or binary) came in on one single plane, now called the
"ecliptic plane of the planets." The Sun's immense gravity began to pierce and to
break the gravitational bonds of these planets as they revolved around each other.

Neptune was sorted out among the earliest of the planets, at 3 billion miles from
the Sun. Some 15 or 20 years later (as the binary approached like a comet), Uranus
was dislodged (or severed) from its gravitational bonds, at about 2 billion miles.
Thirdly, Saturn was sorted out and divorced (astronomically) from its binary partner,
probably Jupiter. This occurred in the range of 0.9 billion miles from the Sun.
Finally, Jupiter was shorn of its binary partners. Jupiter's orbit was stabilized at
about %2 billion miles from the Sun, and significantly, in an orbital resonance with
Saturn's orbit, a 5:2 resonance. This procedure involved the cluster of planets
crossing 22 billion miles of space, like a comet's path. This planetary divorce could
have occurred in a time period of 25 to 40 years, the time required for a comet to
cross 2% billion miles of space (like Halley's Comet).

In this theory, Jupiter and Saturn both had a passel of inner satellites which they
retained. Perhaps each planet had a passel of more distant satellites also, which
they lost as the Sun's gravity pierced those gravitational bonds, and broke the
primordial linkage. It was an astronomical divorce of complex dimensions. Perhaps
the outer satellites, like older children in a divorce, were sent on their own
independent way. These included Mercury, Venus, the Earth-Moon system, Mars,
and Astra, a small planet we understand once existed. In time, Astra approached
too close to Mars, and fragmented, leaving one side of Mars badly cratered where
these fragments hit. Other fragments which missed Mars became asteroids, except
a relative handful, which formed an ancient ring orbiting Mars. Evidence supporting
such an event will be considered in a future chapter.



By contrast, in the Nebular Hypothesis, Jupiter (owing to its giant gravity) is
considered to have been the distributive force, or perhaps an "anti-creative" force.
Jupiter prevented asteroid material between Mars and Jove from gathering or
coalescing into a planet which "ought to have been formed there." However, in the
Planetary Catastrophism hypothesis, Mars (not Jupiter) is the planet, along with its
gravitational field, which fathered the asteroids. These views are very different. One
in scope is solar and the other is galactic. One is heliocentric while the other
considers the greater regions of the galaxy as the place of origin of the Sun's
planets. Also the concepts of their arrivals (the timing) are very different, that is,
0.15 million years versus 4.6 billion years.

In the Planetary Catastrophe theory, the ancient break up of the 30-member binary
provided the Sun, for the first time, with a planetary family, only 150,000 years ago.
The Sun travels about %° in its orbit around the Milky Way in 125,000 years.
Planetary Catastrophism underlines "recentness."

A Dark Star. With a new family of planets, suddenly the Sun began to experience
tides. If the Sun were a cold, crusty body, those tides would be inconsequential.
But the Sun is massive, hot and its materials are volatile. The planet-induced tides
began to create sunspots, and 11-year (average) sunspot cycles, cycles involving
magnetic storms and intense frictions in the volatile solar mass. A frightening
degree of turbulence developed. In short, the Sun had an ignition experience. It
was something akin to: "And the Lord said, let there be light, and there was light."
Before the capture of its family of planets, the Sun we propose was a less radiant
star, and possibly was a dark star.

Since its ignition experience, the Sun has been losing energy steadily, by radiation
to space and by solar wind blowoff. During the same time, the Sun has been
cooling, and hence it has been shrinking, or contracting in size. The Sun has been
shrinking in our century at a rate of about 4 miles in radius per year, or 60 feet per
day.® This works out to a half diameter of shrinkage every 115,000 years. (n
250,000 years, the Sun's diameter theoretically would have been halved twice and
a little more.) All of the action involving capture of a family of planets has occurred
while the Sun progressed only %° in its orbit around the Milky Way, and conceivably
only %a°.

CASE 2. NOAH'S FLOOD AND ITS SCOPE AND TIMING



UNIFORMITARIAN VIEW: Noah's Flood is a myth with very little if any factual basis.
Noah and the Ark rank along with Santa Claus and his reindeer, and with Little Red
Riding Hood and the big, bad wolf, as fanciful literary heritages. For rain to float
such a large barge as the Ark is thought to have been patently improbable. The best
guide to the past is the uniformitarian motto, "the present is the key to the past."

Moreover, if the Ark were floated, it could not have been floated upward into a
mountainous basin. Downhill is the only direction water flows.

FIAT CREATIONIST VIEW: The details of this catastrophe are not given in the Bible;
therefore they are not necessary for man to know. The timing can be reconstructed,
about 2500 B.C. Also one can surmise that there was a very heavy and lengthy rain
throughout the Middle East, coinciding with God opening a vast cache of new and
fresh or juvenile water from somewhere under the Earth's crust. Such theoretical
juvenile subcrustal waters were suddenly extruded, and the rain waters added to
them. Together, the waters covered the continents for 40 days, and perhaps for up
to ayear.

At the end of The Flood, the waters receded back into the secret, subterranean
cache, which was resealed by God. This cache of subterranean, subcrustal water
has not been discovered yet by modern geology but nevertheless is there. Such is
the attempt of Fiat Creationists at theoretical science, a theological attempt.

THEISTIC EVOLUTIONIST VIEW: God caused an intense, extended hurricane (or
typhoon) in the Middle East. Perhaps it came in along a northerly direction from the
Indian Ocean. This typhoon resulted in 40 days and nights of intense downpour,
floating the Ark. The reports that the Ark floated upward (rather than downbhill) and
landed in the mountainous heart of inner Eurasia only seems to be in conflict with
the idea that rainwater always runs downhill and toward the oceans. This rainy
event and the floating of the Ark were not mythological. Moreover, why the Ark was
floated into the mountains is of little concern. Noah was a historic person, and this
event occurred somewhere between the third and the seventh millennium B.C.

PLANETARY CATASTROPHIST VIEW: The Planetary Catastrophist View is in
agreement with the Theistic Evolutionary View that Noah (and his family) survived
the Deluge by floating through it on the Ark. But it was not 5 to 7 millenniums ago; it
was in October of the year 2484 B.C. The Planetary Catastrophist View also is in



agreement with the Fiat Creation View that the waters upwelling in The Flood
floated the Ark into the highlands of Armenia, the "Mountains of Ararat," at
elevations in the range of 7,000 to 9,000 feet above sea level. But the waters which
achieved this were from the Indian Ocean in the form of massive tides; the waters
were not from a secret subcrustal cache which God unzipped, so he could release
the waters and then call them back again into the secret subcrustal cache.

Furthermore the Planetary Catastrophist view is in some limited agreement with
the Evolutionary Uniformitarian View that indeed there has been some "Santa Claus
stuff" distributed into our society, but that "stuff" is uniformitarianism itself.

The Noachian Flood, as understood through the Planetary Catastrophist model,
differs both in kind and in detail from each of the other three World Views. As an
actual event of great significance, its ramifications reach into the fields of
astronomy, geology, geomagnetism, glaciology, oceanography and ancient history.
Our analysis is, in part, illustrated by Figure 1. Concerning timing, it occurred as a
Mars flyby, the closest of them all, during the daytime (Middle East time) of October
24, 2484 B.c. This was the closest of some 170 flybys in all, flybys which
commenced about 9900 B.C. and ended in the year 701 B.C. The catastrophic orbit
of Mars is sketched in Figure 1. The catastrophic orbit of the Earth in that era was
featured by a 92.1 million mile orbital radius and a 360-day year. This is in slight
contrast to the contemporary 93 million mile orbit and the 365% day year. The
reasons for later orbital changes of both Mars and the Earth will be presented in
Chapter VII.

Concerning the astronomical scene, during the year of The Flood, we have
discovered that Jupiter was in the zone of the zodiac known as Cancer, where it was
elongating (and narrowing) the orbit of Mars. The position of Saturn was 180°
opposite that of Jupiter, in Capricorn, where it was also influencing or warping the
orbit of Mars, also influencing an elongation at the end regions (the aphelion and
the perihelion) and a narrowing at the central portion. The catastrophic orbits of the
two planets, as are the contemporary orbits, were coplanar. The closeness of the
flyby we consider to be 15,000 miles (core to core) between Mars and the Earth,
extremely close. It was in fact so close that, another 4,000 miles closer, and Mars
would have fragmented due to the sudden, immense arising of subcrustal tides.
That distance of fragmentation for a smaller planet approaching the Earth is known
as Roche's Limit and is 10,500 to 11,000 miles for our planet.
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In the case of the Noachian flyby, as in the case of other flybys, there is an
indication that some of the ancients understood the cyclicism of the catastrophes.
One illustration of this will be from the story of the flood from Assyrian clay tablets,
The Epic of Gilgamesh, in Chapter III. We will cite that it says "the fixed time
arrived." On another occasion of a catastrophic scene, the writer of II Samuel uses
a similar phrase, "even to the time appointed." (II Samuel 24:15.) As Figure 1
indicates, the flybys were orbital and hence cyclic. Our theory is that for October
catastrophes, that cyclicismn was once every 108 years. We propose that Noah
understood something of that cyclicism and in so understanding had the Ark ready
when "the fixed time arrived."

The extremely close flyby of Mars caused a variety of gigantic changes on the Earth.
Mars, one-tenth the mass of the Earth, passed over only 15,000 miles distant from
the Earth's core and perhaps even less. At that close distance, subcrustal tides
would be over 10,000 feet high. The last great cycle of mountain-building does
exhibit a swath-like, or a flyby-like pattern. It is the great Alpine-Himalayan cycle,
some 12,500 miles long. It spans New Guinea, Indonesia, Southern Asia, Southern
Europe and North Africa. The force uplifting this mountain cycle was vertical (Mars
overhead). The work said to require 200,000,000 years (by essentially horizontal
forces) in uniformitarianism was in reality achieved in six or seven hours in the
Planetary Catastrophist theory.
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ESTIMATED ANCIENT ORBITS OF MARS AND EARTH

MARS EARTH
Position of Ancient Perihelion January 6 January 6
Distance of Ancient Perihelion 75,000,000 mi. 90,100,000 mi.
Distance of Ancient Aphelion 218,000,000 mi. 94,500,000 mi.
Length of Line of Apsides 293,000,000 mi. 184,600,000 mi.
Figure-1
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Similar tides from the oceans swept Eurasia, from the Arctic Ocean, from the Pacific
Ocean and especially from the Indian Ocean, an ocean containing 75 million cubic
miles of water. A significant percent of these waters, around 5%, were pulled up
and northward, across India, Iran and the region of Ararat. They floated the Ark and
deposited it, like a piece of driftwood left at high tide, in a mountainous "hedge."?

Other effects of the flyby include (1) a spin axis precession (2) a crustal skid, (3) an
electrical recharge to the Earth's geomagnetic field, and (4) a paleomagnetic
polarity reversal. We can be so specific as to claim that this flyby left the Earth's
North Magnetic Pole on the edge of Antarctica, and its South Magnetic Pole in
Northern Canada. This is the opposite of the current situation.

A second feature of this flyby scene was the fragmentation of an ancient satellite of
Mars, an ice ball.1? At some time in the past, an ice ball had come too close to
Saturn and fragmented. So it was on this particular flyby, the closest of them all.
Mars must have had an icy satellite (Glacis) which pierced the Earth's Roche Limit,
at 11,000 miles, and fragmented. The composition of the ice ball seems to have
included traces of the rare element, iridium. This ice ball fragmented, spraying both
planets. Figure 2 illustrates. Those fragments which entered the Earth's
atmosphere, like meteors, vaporized, recondensed and fell as a sudden, hot rain.
Those fragments which sprayed the surface of Mars, a planet without an
atmosphere, hit the surface directly, at which time their kinetic energies converted
instantly to heat. The icy fragments melted, vaporized and recondensed in huge
volumes, The resultant waters created rivers. Some of the rivers were huge, one
was half as wide as the Amazon River, an outflow channel. Others had tributaries or
distributaries. Their velocities seem to have been in the range of 20 m.p.h and 30
m.p.h. on a planet with one-third of the gravitational pull as at the surface of the
Earth. Everything about these dry river beds indicates a suddenness and a once-
only occasion of flow.
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Figure-2

Other ice particles and fragments were trapped by the Earth's gravitational field,
something like Saturn's rings. The icy fragments gradually turned to icy powder due
to the effect of the solar radiation and began to flow in space along field force lines
of the geomagnetic field. As extremely cold icy powder, they began to sift down
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over the two magnetic polar regions, at temperatures around -300° Fahrenheit.
Their volume was 12 to 14 million cubic miles of ice. This ice gradually melted and
flowed into the oceans. There, the temperatures of the oceans dropped
considerably, and the ability of the Earth's oceans to absorb carbon dioxide out of
the atmosphere increased substantially. The oceans became carbon dioxide rich
and the atmosphere became carbon dioxide poor in the aftermath of the Noachian
Flood. Figure 2 illustrates the fragmentation of an ice ball on the Earths Roche
Limit, spraying both planets simultaneously. Thus, in the Planetary Catastrophist
View, two planets each experienced a massive flood on the same day. (The Moon
received a skiff also.)

In Chapter 1V, a series of figures will be presented modeling The Long Day of
Joshua, a flyby which we have calculated at about 28,000 miles, twice as far away
as was the Noachian Flood. In tidal analysis, tides vary as the inverse of the cube of
the distance. Thus, a tide at 14,000 miles will be eight times as intense as a tide
caused by the same planet twice as far away. So it is with contemporary tides
generated by the Moon and Sun. In Chapter IV, the case will be made that if one
can understand that lesser event, he will be prepared to envision another one 8
times, or perhaps even 10 times as intense. There was no fragmenting ice ball with
the Long Day of Joshua or any other flyby except for Noah's Flood in our theory.

Mars made an inside or a sunward side flyby on the first 169 flybys, including
Noah's Flood. Mars moved with respect to the Earth (as viewed from the Pole Star)
in a clockwise direction. Simultaneously, the Earth was rotating, or spinning in the
opposite direction, counter-clockwise. This is important to realize for reasons to
appear in Chapter IV. With respect to the Earth, the point directly under Mars
(called the subpoint) was moving. Its motion was roughly 2000 m.p.h. due to the
motion ofMars and an additional 700 m.p.h. due to the rotation of the Earth. It was
advancing thus about 1700 m.p.h. in an east-to-west direction, across Southern
Eurasia on the morning of October 24, 2484 B.C. The menagerie had already been
loaded the day before, along with the provisions. It was unfortunate that so few
persons were aboard on that morning, but there wasn't much time for persuasion.
This seems clear from the clay tablet record of The Flood found in Assuribanipal's
library, which shall be examined in Chapter III.

On the day of the Noachian Flood, Mars could not have come much closer and
survived as a planet. It might have come another two or three thousand miles
closer, but no more. The Earth experienced the maximum in the way of a global
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cataclysm. Perhaps it can be best understood (except for the ice ball fragmentation
aspect) by gaining an understanding of a long series of flybys, catastrophes of
lesser intensity but every bit as cyclic as was Noah's Flood. Twelve such
catastrophes in addition to the Noachian Event are to be discussed in Chapters III
thru VIL. Perhaps, in gaining insights through the lesser flybys, one will realize what
a key person Noah was in the history of the human race. If so, the day that he began
to build the Ark will take on a special significance. Usually, the subject of Noah's
Flood is considered from the commentary given in the 6th and 7th chapters of
Genesis. In our Chapter I1I, our prime source for commentary will be the clay
tablets from Assyria, The Epic of Gilgamesh, with the Genesis account playing a
supporting role.

CASE 3.THE LONG DAY OF JOSHUA, ITS SCOPE AND TIMING

The account of this event is found in the 10th chapter of the Book of Joshua and
also in Josephus' Antiquities of the Jews, Book V, pp. 17. It is reported as occurring
during the second year of the Israelite conquest of Canaan in the 15th century B.C.

UNIFORMITARIAN VIEW: This historical event during the Hebrew conquest was a
normal 24-hour day, except there was a group mirage which was experienced by
Joshua and his army. As everyone knows, a sudden stoppage of the Earth's rotation
is (and was) impossible. The lengthened day was a matter of perception but was
not real. Scant attention need be paid to the associated falling of thunderbolts from
the sky or from celestial regions, which were also reported on that day as being
lethal to major sections of the Canaanite army.

FIAT CREATIONIST VIEW: This event demonstrates the power of God, who put out
his hand and stopped the Earth's rotation. Then, after a period of non-rotation of
about 24 hours, He restarted it once again, same spin rate, same axial tilt and same
spin axis polar locations. Such may be impossible for most secular scientists to
envision, but such was not difficult for an all-powerful God to accomplish. Again,
scant attention need be paid to the electrical nature of the simultaneous "hail
stones," or "thunderbolts" hurtling in from the celestial regions upon the Canaanite
divisions. This event occurred sometime between 1400 B.C. and 1500 B.C.
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THEISTIC EVOLUTION VIEW: The adherents of this view, with a relatively high
respect for Scripture, including the Book of Joshua, tend to be rather uncertain.
However, their consensus is that it was probably much like the analysis of the
uniformitarians, a group mirage, and again, scant attention need be paid to the
celestial thunderbolts which occurred simultaneously. This event occurred
somewhere between the 12th and 14th centuries B.C. according to certain leading
archaeologists. Its timing correlates well with the time of the collapse of the walls
of Jericho.

PLANETARY CATASTROPHIST VIEW: This catastrophe was also caused by a close
flyby of Mars, perhaps between 25,000 and 30,000 miles distant. It was a sunward
side flyby, during the morning (Jerusalem time). It occurred during the morning of
October 24th, 1404 B.c. It was on the 1080th anniversary of the Flood of Noah. It
also occurred on the 540th anniversary of the Tower of Babel Discharge.

As it had been years before during Noah's Flood, so it was once again, a Mars flyby
while Jupiter was located in the zone of Cancer (the Crab). The line of apsides (and
the aphelion) of the orbit of Mars pointed toward Cancer. And also, as it had been
years before during Noah's flood, so it was once again, a Mars flyby while Saturn
was located 180° opposite Jupiter, in Capricorn. The perihelion of Mars, like its
ancient line of apsides, also pointed toward Capricorn. This astronomical geometry
repeated once every 540 years, and it had also occurred during the Tower of Babel
Crisis. As previously mentioned, when Jupiter and Saturn were in these positions,
they were each lengthening and narrowing the orbit of Mars, and their separate
influences added.

During this particularly close flyby, the Earth behaved like a gyroscope experiencing
precession. A gyroscope is a rotating sphere. A precession is a wobble. Mars in its
close flyby was putting a gravitational torque on the Earth's spin axis. To some
extent the Earth's spin axis went into a temporary, brief barrel roll.

In addition to spin axis precessions and torques, there was also to a significant
extent some crustal skidding. The Earth's crust as a whole skidded on what may be
a small gaseous layer forming the boundary between the crust and the mantle. To
what extent the Earth's crust skidded is not understood, but a more detailed
discussion will occur in Chapter IV and in our sequel.
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Thirdly, Mars was raked slightly as it skimmed by the Earth's magneto-head region
of its geomagnetic field. A couple of hours later, the surface of the Eastern
Hemisphere was raked by the magneto-tail of Mars and the electricity involved
therein. The concentration of iron in Palestine, represented by Canaanite armor,
was very attractive to the loop of celestial electricity, a flux tube of ions and charged
particles, flowing between Mars and the Earth at immense voltages, amperages and
wattages. The celestial lightning was attracted to the Canaanite iron, the battlefield
armor.

Timing. It has already been mentioned that Joshua's Long Day was the 1080th
anniversary of Noah's Flood; also it was the 540th anniversary of the Tower of
Babel Discharge. That is looking backward. Looking to later events, this day would
become the 108th anniversary of the Celestial Blitzkrieg of Sisera. This day would
become the 324th anniversary of the Philistine Phalanx Catastrophe. This long day
would become the 432nd anniversary of the Davidic Catastrophe of 972 B.C., amply
described in the Scriptures.

In addition, this day would become the 540th anniversary of the occasion when
Elijah faced the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel, expecting fire to fall from heaven
on his altar. (It did.) And finally, this October 24, 1404 B.C. would become the
648th anniversary (to the day) of the catastrophe or flyby of 756 B.C. This was the
day when Jonah expected God to zap the wicked city of Nineveh. This was the day
when Joel described earthquakes, fire falling from heaven, and general cosmic
chaos befalling Judah. This was the day in 756 B.C. that Josephus described when
he said the First Temple suffered extensive earthquake damage.

The timing of this series of catastrophes was October 24th on our modern calendar.
However on the ancient Hebrew calendar, it was the 17th day of Marchesvan.
Marchesvan was the month of autumn flybys, even as Nisan (March to the Romans)
was the month of spring passovers, or flybys. The Hebrew word for Mars seems to
have at least two forms, Ma Ayish and Ma'or. "Ma" in Hebrew is an adjective
meaning "the great" as does magna in Latin.

By all reports, Josephus, the Talmud, the Book of Joshua and other scattered
references, the celestial lightning which struck central Palestine was attracted to
the concentration of iron much as weather lightning will prefer a lightning rod or a
promontory. By Hebrew reports, this lightning, accompanied by vaporization at the
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strike spot and an ensuing lethal shock wave, struck the heart of the Canaanite
formations, resulting in more casualties than those from Hebrew arms. The
temperature at the strike spot may have been for a ten-thousandth of a second in
the million degree range. This flyby occasion shall be discussed in its total picture
(not just its lengthened day) in Chapter IV, since obviously this discussion is only an
introduction to a rather important flyby.

CASE 4. THE ORBITAL LOCATION OF THE EARTH MOON SYSTEM

In our present era, the Earth-Moon system is located almost 93 million miles
(average) from the Sun. The Earth's orbit is sandwiched in between that of Venus at
67 million miles and that of Mars which averages 142 million miles.

VENUS: Venus is a planet that is almost the twin to the Earth in size and in mass. It
has a deep atmosphere resulting in an atmospheric pressure 90 times the Earth's
atmospheric pressure at sea level. Carbon dioxide comprises 97% of this
atmosphere. It is like a furnace except that there isn't any fire and its temperature
exceeds 800° Fahrenheit.

MARS: Mars on the outer side has very little atmosphere. Atmospheric pressure on
the surface of Mars is about 1/100th of what it is at sea level on the Earth. Crustal
and atmospheric temperatures adjacent the crust vary from between +50°
Fahrenheit (in the summer in the tropics) to -240° Fahrenheit. The average
temperature of that thin atmosphere at crustal locations or elevations is about
-120° Fahrenheit.

EARTH: The Earth's orbit is located about one-third of the way between Venus and
Mars, closer to Venus. It is believed that if the Earth's orbit were located at 80
million miles, rather than 93 million miles, the Earth's atmosphere, too, would be
very deep as the oceans of the Earth would vaporize and produce an immense
pressure gradient on the surface. Here, too, temperatures would exceed those of a
steam boiler at 212° and could conceivably exceed the surface temperatures of
Venus.

On the other hand, if the Earth's orbit were halfway out to Mars, at 115 million miles
from the Sun, the surface of the Earth would be largely frozen. Its tropical oceans
would resemble the Arctic Ocean, and its continents would resemble Antarctica in
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climate. The Earth's orbit, thus, would seem to be located advantageously between
the zones of perpetual steam and constant ice. Why is this remarkable position
possessed by the Earth-Moon system?

UNIFORMITARIAN VIEW: The Earth's ancient orbit was identical with its present
orbit, some 93 million miles from the Sun. The Earth has escaped the steam boiler
environment of Venus and the deep subzero freezer environment of Mars by
chance. The Hand of God has never been detected in the positioning or in the
repositioning of the orbit of our planet or of any planet.

FIAT CREATION VIEW: By God's design, the Earths orbit was like people see it
today, at 93 million miles from the Sun. God brought such to be, in this view,
sometime between 4000 B.C. and 8000 B.C., or possibly a little earlier. During this
era of some 10,000 years, the Earth's orbit has been unchanged. However its
geomagnetic field has steadily weakened from one of a strength of about 9.6 Gauss
in 5000 B.C. Its geomagnetic half-life is 1400 years. Today that strength is .307
Gauss. The Earth has always had an orbit of 365% days and any indications in
ancient literature otherwise can be easily ighored.

THEISTIC EVOLUTION VIEW: The Earth's happy location between the steam boiler
and the deep freeze is due to the design of God and is not due to chance.
Furthermore, God achieved this some 4.0 to 4.6 billions of years ago. The Earth has
always had a 365% day year. Moreover, the ancient 360° circle has nothing to do
with the ancient day count per year. The geomagnetic field, if it is declining in our
century, has been averaging its present strength and has been oscillating up and
down over several billions of years. The 20th century could just happen to beina
down oscillation.

PLANETARY CATASTROPHIST VIEW: In the period of time of 701 B.C. to 699 B.C,,
the Earth's orbit expanded from a former 92.1 million miles to the current 93
million miles. This is an expansion of the radius by about 1%. The day count per
year has increased from the ancient 360 to the observed 365%. This is due to the
larger perimeter of the Earth's orbit and also to the fact that the Earth's velocity is
slightly slower.
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The day count of the lunar month also changed at the end of the 8th century B.C.
and the beginning of the 7th, circa 701 B.C. The day count of the lunar month
decreased from 30 days to 29% days by synodical measurement. This is a
reduction of about 1.79% in day count. The Moon's orbit also contracted or shrunk
from about 242,000 miles to 238,900 miles. We now have 12.4 months per year.
This is partly because the year is 5% days longer (or 1%%). But it is also partly
because the Moon (like the Earth) at 93 million miles has a slightly slower velocity.

The day count for the orbit of Mars has shifted from the ancient 720 days (Earth
days, not Mars days) down to the current 687 days, a diminishing of 33 days, or 4%.
The orbit of Mars did two things. First, its average radius contracted from 1462
million miles down to the present 141 million miles. Secondly, its orbit rounded out
from an ancient, catastrophic eccentricity of about .49 to the present eccentricity
which is .093.

The Moon lost a bit of energy. The Earth lost a good deal of energy. Mars gained a
lot of energy. In the catastrophic era, the Moon was in 24:1 resonance with the
orbit of Mars. The orbit of the Earth was in 2:1 resonance. Jupiter's orbit was in 1:6
resonance and Saturn's orbit was in 1:15 resonance.

Today, Jupiter has an orbit of 4332.6 Earth days. In the catastrophic system,
Jupiter is believed to have had an orbit of 4320 "ancient Earth days" or the length
of Earth day in the catastrophic era. For the Earth, twelve 360-day years would
equal 4320 days, one Jupiter year. This means that Jupiter would have been in the
same zone of the zodiac precisely for a one-year period during every twelfth year.

If ancient catastrophes had a cyclicism of 108 years, that is especially interesting in
light of the 12:1 resonance which has been ascertained. The number 108 is
divisible evenly by twelve, 9 times. This means that if there were catastrophes, like
clockwork, every 108 years, those catastrophes would correlate with Jupiter's 9th
orbit, and they would correlate with one particular zone in the zodiac for the
consistent catastrophic location of Jupiter. This chapter is introductory. Much more
discussion shall be devoted to this matter in subsequent chapters.

At this point in the early part of this book, we will merely state that it can be

calculated where Jupiter was in 701 B.., and in 8644 B.C., 1404 B.C., 1944 B.C. and
2484 B.C. for instance. In the even dates listed above, Jupiter was in Cancer, and
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Saturn was in Capricorn. In the odd date of 701 B.C., Jupiter and Saturn have been
discovered to have exchanged positions, and such positioning is noteworthy during
the year of the final flyby. Perhaps this advance bit of information will cultivate
additional interest.

In the united consensus of the three world views, the Uniformitarian, the Fiat
Creationist and the Theistic Evolutionist, the orbit of Mars has always been as it is
now. Also, presumably, its 24° tilt has always been as it is now for its spin axis. This
consensus is not unanimous due to the Planetary Catastrophist View. This view
holds that there were three ancient orbits of Mars. Each was distinctive. Those
orbits were as follows:

A. The Primordial (Pre-Catastrophic) Era. This is the era prior to 10,000 B.C.
when Mars roamed in the regions of today's asteroids, 250 and 300 million
miles from the Sun. The Primordial (or pre-catastrophic) era ended with the
fragmentation of Astra. On this occasion, Mars was battered on one side only
by at least 3,000 fragments, each of which created a crater 20 miles or larger
in diameter. One fragment, the core of Astra, formed the Hellas Crater, 990
miles in diameter on such a small planet. The Isidis and the Argyre craters are
about 600 and 450 miles in diameter. In one hemisphere, 3000 other large
fragments hit Mars.

On this occasion, Mars was hit by and digested some 65% of the mass of
Astra. After the digestion, the planetary diameter of Mars must have increased
about 50 miles. It seems that at the time of the catastrophe, Mars was
approaching the Sun. Astronomers use the term "ascending" in its orbit.) Also,
Astra seems to have been retreating or "descending". Both had velocities in the
range of 40,000 m.p.h. Like two football players meeting nearly head on, their
velocities added for impact purposes. Mars was staggered and lost
momentum. Mars fell into its catastrophic orbit, wherein its new perihelion was
75 million miles and its new aphelion was 218 million miles. Those fragments
which missed Mars, comprising perhaps 34% or 35% of the mass of Astra,
became asteroids. The fragmentation occurred about 210 million miles from
the Sun, AND, it occurred in the zodiacal zone we know as Cancer.
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B. The Catastrophic Era. The orbit of Mars is depicted in Figure 1. This orbit
was semi-stable. It lasted for about 9200 years, from 9900 B.C. to 701 B.C.
During this era, Mars made some 85 flybys of the October 24 variety, and it
also made some 85 flybys of the March 20-21 variety. These 170 flybys
alternated in type, and their cyclicism was 54 years between flybys. This is of
course the equivalent of 108 years between October flybys.

For the present purposes, this era ended in 701 B.C., but in another sense, it
ended in 699 B.C. as shall be discussed in detail later in this volume. Figure 6
illustrates the Martian orbit of the catastrophic era in comparison to Jupiter's
orbit.

C. The Uniformitarian Era. It may be shocking to the uniformitarian mind set,
but the bad news is that the uniformitarian era began about 700 B.C. It is less
than 2700 years old as of the writing of this manuscript. It is less than a
million days old. It is less than 1% billion minutes old. Figure 3 illustrates the
catastrophic orbit of Mars in comparison to the current orbit of Mars. Both
sweep out roughly the same amount of space.

CASE 5. THE LAND OF MILK AND HONEY IN THE PENTATEUCH

Some 15 times, Moses described the land of his ancestors, Palestine (now Israel),
as a land of milk and honey. This is a term of agricultural abundance. Today,
Palestine in general and especially the southern part is arid. Cows, grass and most
flowers do not do well in arid climates. Why would Moses use Such an agrarian term
of abundance to describe Palestine? Jerusalem was 250 miles from Moses and the
Sinai Peninsula. There is no indication Moses ever visited Palestine.

"The land of milk and honey" is a poetic term in these views:
« UNIFORMITARIAN
o FIAT CREATIONIST
« THEISTIC EVOLUTION
Adherents of these three world views hold in unison that Jerusalem in that era had

a latitude of 32° just like it has today. And the North Pole remains unchanged. To
suggest that Jerusalem's latitude has shifted, along with the location 