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—

 Colossians 2:8

 

A Total Christ and "Evolution"

 

In 1975 Walter Lang produced a devotional guide based on the six books of 

Scripture which touch on the problems of science and evolu

tion. These are 

Genesis 1

-

11, Job, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Romans and

 

Colossians. This 

Guide is a revision of the devotions on Colossians. 

Evolution

—

a Religion

 

In his book 

Evolution

—

A Religious Dogma, 

Philip Mauro 

demonstrates that the theory of evolution substitutes for the Biblical ac

-

count of creation, an upward developm

ent of life forms over a billions

-

of

-

years timespan, plus the element of chance. Substituting for the love 

of 

Christ is the destructive survival of the fittest.

 

Gnosticism

 

The apostle Paul condemns the science of his day among the Col

-

ossians which was "gn

osticism." It combined Greek philosophy with 

Jewish asceticism. Life was divided into angel stages. By refusing to eat 

pork and by keeping the Sabbath and Jewish festivals, a person could 

graduate from one angel stage to the next, finally reaching the fuln

ess, it 

was taught. Jesus Christ was merely a minor stage, not even the fulness. 

Not only did gnostics degrade Christ, but they improperly emphasized 

worldly things and Jewish religious exercises. In 1:20 we 

read that Jesus 

Christ also redeems things, but 

when we trust in 

"things," as is done in 

evolution philosophy, we are in trouble. Through Christ's redemption even 

material "things" in nature become a bless

ing.

 

A Total Christ

 

This means that Christ must be total also in earthly things, in

cluding 

scienc

e, as well as in "things above" (3:1). In these devotions we 

emphasize that Christ must be total, or "preeminent," in all things (1:18). 

In 

1984 we listened to a talk at a retreat center on the Rhine River in Ger

many, 

at Bierbronnen, across from Switzerla

nd. Speaker was Theobold 

Beer, a 

75

-

year

-

old Roman Catholic priest who had spent 50 years study

ing the 

works of Luther. He complained of Luther's criticism of Augustine, 

claiming it was due to Luther's paranoia over sin. However, 

when Luther 

demonstrated 

to Augustine there are two Gods (not one), two churches (not 

one), two righteousnesses (right and false), he was 

demonstrating that we 

ought not divide horizontally (spiritual matters above/material things 

below).

 

Rather, in a vertical division we find evi

l not only in material things 

but also in spiritual things, e.g., devils. The angel stages in gnostic 

philosophy were actually devil stages as chance plus billions

-

of

-

years 

equaling upward evolution is a devil

-

inspired philosophy. Thus, Luther 

demonstrated

 that we need Jesus Christ in our material life as well as in 

our spiritual life. The book of Colossians furnishes effective arguments 

against devil

-

promoted gnosticism and devil

-

inspired evolution. The 

book 

of Colossians provides an effective tool in oppo

sing evolution theories. A 

science rooted in Jesus Christ will produce more effective 

results (2:7).

 

Reference 1.2 on last page.

 

Prayer: That a study of Colossians will lead to Jesus Christ becoming a 

total influence in our lives, both with regard to mater

ial and to spiritual 

matters.

 

Day Two 

—

 Colossians 2:8

 

A Total Christ and Perfect Inspiration

 

Writing in 

Genesis

—

The Book of Beginnings, 

G. Kenneth An

-

deen suggests that Genesis was woven from three main strands 

of 

material. To him the Genesis creation ac

count is a myth. The 

fall 

of man in Eden is not historical, but merely teaches a lesson, 

he 

says. And he rejects a global Flood. People who accept a millions 

(or billions) of years of age for earth must finally reject Scripture as 

an inspired (and perfect)

 book.

 

Inspiration of Colossians

 

How do we know that Colossians is inspired as we read in II 

Peter 

1:21 that "holy men of God spoke as they were moved by 

the Holy 

Spirit." In verse 1 Paul simply states that he is an apos

tle. In John 

17:20 Christ states th

at His apostles would write that 

which would 

make men believe. All books of the New Testament 

were written by 

either the apostles or men who wrote under their auspices. Paul 

had become an apostle after he was called at Damascus and after 

three years' study

 at Mount Sinai (2 Cor. 

12:2

-

5). As an apostle, he 

wrote the Word of God which is perfect. 

In contrast, due to human 

sin, nothing in nature is perfect. 

A Perfect Bible

 

Peter Ruckman, a theologian in Pensacola, Florida, insists 

that the King James version o

f the Bible is perfect, superior even to 

the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts. He even attempts to cor

rect 

these manuscripts by the KJV. This is not acceptable. 

However, 

his basic premise that Scripture is perfect, and that we 

need 

perfection not only in the 

original manuscripts (which no 

longer 

exist) but in contemporary translations, is correct. An 

answer is 

found in Ps. 12:7, where (recognizing that in Hebrew it is legitimate 

to switch genders), we read that the Bible is preserved from this 

generation forev

er. That includes today, when even with a variety 

of manuscripts and translations and 

opposing theological 

viewpoints, we can still be assured that we 

have a perfect Bible. 

This includes also the days in Genesis, chapter one and the 

consecutive genealogies

 listed in Gen. 10:11. This is what is 

meant by inerrancy. Throughout the book of Colossians the 

apostle Paul demands this perfection. 

Without Christ this is 

altogether impossible. 

An Imperfect Science

 

Though consistency may be found in a science based on 

nature, absolutes cannot be found. And without absolutes science 

disciplines become pagan idolatry, e.g., evolution 

theory. 

Throughout the book of Colossians Paul emphasizes 

that nature 

cannot provide perfection. Total perfection is possi

ble only in 

Jesus

 Christ. 

Reference 3.

 

Prayer: That we may have perfection in Jesus Christ and that this 

will lead to development of a superior and more productive 

science.
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—

 Col. 1:2,3,4,12, 

22,28; 3:14; 4:12

 

Perfection from a Total Christ

—

Not in Nature

 

Writing in 

The Meaning of Evolution, 

George Gaylord Simp

son 

says, "The search for an absolute ethic ... has been a 

failure." He 

admits that absolutes are not possi

ble in nature. He also claims 

that absolutes are not possible in Scripture. This is 

contradicted 

by the book of Colossians in which we are taught 

perfection in 

Christ.

 

Statements of Perfection

 

The word "saints" in Col. 1:2, 1:4, 1:12 means they are perfect

. 

The expression "truth of the Gospel" (1:5) verifies that perfection. 

In 1:22 we read that we can be holy and blameless and 

unreprovable through Christ. Paul's purpose in preaching and 

teaching was to perfect the Colossians in Christ (1:28). We are to 

be 

clothed with love, the bond of perfectness (3:14). Epaphras was 

concerned that the Colossians be perfect and complete in the will 

of God (4:12). The gnostics, with their 

graduated angel stages, 

could only hope for a future perfection. And evolutionists can

 

produce nothing better.

 

Marco

 

In 1985 Miguel Yapor, a Creationist in Chihuahua, Mexico, 

drove 200 miles to El Paso, Texas in a pickup to pick us up for three 

weeks of speaking engagements. Because he suffered from 

muscular dystrophy, he had asked Marco De

 Las Casas to 

help him 

with the driving. Marco's father was a leader in educa

tion in Mexico 

and his brother was a provost at the University in 

Chihuahua. 

Marco taught science in three different schools. 

Though Marco 

had become a Creationist, he was not a 

Christian. 

During pur five

-

hour drive to Chihuahua, we described to him the 

Colossian 

doctrine of perfection: that God created a perfect world in the 

beginning; that sin had destroyed that perfection, in

cluding a curse 

placed on all material data which are

 studied 

in science; but an 

almighty God still demands perfection. This perfection can be 

restored only through the substituted atone

ment of Jesus Christ. 

Because the world was perfect in the beginning, there could not 

have been a gradual evolution from 

s

lime

—

not even a theistic 

evolution through which, it is claimed, God created by evolution. 

Thus, the best in science cannot be attained unless it is based on 

Jesus Christ. It cannot, 

and did not, occur through chance 

processes or survival of the fittest (2

:19). The following day (a 

Saturday) Marco accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior.

 

A Total Christ

 

Marco learned that he needed Christ in everything. And this is 

why we read in 1:18 that Christ should be preeminent in all 

things, 

material as well as spiritual 

and scientific as well as for "those 

things above" (3:1). 

Reference 4.

 

Prayer: That we be taught the need for a total perfection and that

 

this is possible, both materially and spiritually, in Christ's

 

substituted atonement.

 

*

 

Day Four 

—

 Colossians 1:5, 6

 

Truth from a Total Christ 

Writing  in 

Science 

and Faith

—

Twin Mysteries, Wm. G.

 

Pollard, who is an Episcopal rector and a physicist, 

demonstrated 

that a real ending or conclusion cannot be at

tained by anything 

which today is called science. There are un

to

ld mysteries in 

nature. We think scientists are coming closer to an understanding 

of the atom as they are discarding the cur

rently held quantum 

model and are probing into a magnetic

-

reaction model in which 

they find an unlimited speed of light holding tog

ether opposing 

parts of the atom. But there is much, 

much more information in the 

atom which has not been discovered. From Job 38:22

-

30 we learn 

that there are mysteries about weather which we have not even 

begun to solve. And we 

will never reach absolutes

 through merely a 

study of the atom and weather. There are greater mysteries than 

these in Christ of 

which Paul speaks in 1:26, 27 and 2:2. The 

Gnostics, practicing a 

secret religion

—

similar to some secret 

societies today

-

claimed they possessed mysteries w

hich others did 

not have. Paul tells them he is revealing the mysteries of Christ 

which are open to whoever will receive them. One of these 

mysteries is 

that in Jesus Christ, absolutes are to be found.

 

A Damned Religion

 

In April of 1977 there was a debate 

between Dr. Sam 

Kirkwood 

and Dr. Duane Gish, attended by 5,000 people. It was 

held at 

Northrup Auditorium at the University of Minnesota. Kirkwood 

stated emphatically that he would be damned before he would 

accept the Bible as a book of science. Thus, he r

estricts his 

research to a cursed nature which, while it is con

sistent, is never 

absolute. And he rejects the only source of real truth, Jesus Christ, 

who has removed the source of lies and curse, i.e., sin. Thus, we 

need to use the greater mystery of rev

ealed Scripture to probe the 

lesser mysteries of nature.

 

A Total Christ

 

Again, we note the need for a total Christ, preeminent in 

and 

above all things (1:18). Whatever we do or think ought to be done in 

His name (3:17). Unless we use the wondrous mysteries

 

in Christ to 

understand and use the mysteries in nature, we will 

follow the 

deception of a billions

-

of

-

years age and an upward 

development 

of life. It even appears that the current model of the atom 

(quantum), with its uncertainties and reliance on chance

, is 

deceptive because it is built on chance. There will always be 

mysteries, even when we know as we are known (I Cor. 13:12). 

But 

in Christ we have revelation of mysteries, old and new.

 

Reference 5.

 

Prayer: That we may be taught to use both mysteries in 

nature 

and 

in Christ. That we be spared from deception.
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—

 Colossians 1:6, 23

 

A Total Christ, a Global Christ

 

The authors of the booklet 

Evolution Equals One, 

published 

in 

India, attempt to portray evolution as a superior religion. Belief in, 

and teaching of, evolution theory is worldwide. In 

California

 the 

state Board of Education has condemned "crea

tion science" as a 

pseudo

-

science and is attempting to keep it from being taught in 

public schools. Also, it has refused ac

creditation to the Creationist 

college in San Diego. In Japan evolutionism is more

 dominant than 

even the native Shinto 

religion. Also Moslems, who claim to be 

Creationists, admit that 

a millions

-

of

-

years age and an upward 

transformation of life is taught in most of their schools. At least 

one

-

half of so

-

called 

Christian churches accept

 some form of 

theistic evolution. And Marxists could not get along without their 

foundation of evolu

tion.

 

Contrast

 

In contrast, in his letter to the Colossians, the apostle Paul 

speaks of Jesus Christ as being global. He claims the Gospel 

has 

been proclai

med worldwide and in 1:23 he even says it has been 

preached to every creature. In our day preaching of the 

Gospel is 

not as dominant or worldwide as is the promotion of 

evolutionism. 

We might wonder if the apostle is right. The gnostics which he 

opposed we

re a small group while today's 

gnosticism (evolution) 

is more dominant than any theory has ever been. Does this falsify 

Paul's statements?

 

Vision in a Roman Catholic Church

 

In March of 1985 when we were giving a talk at "Sacred 

Heart" 

(catholic) church in 

Chihuahua, Mexico, we were amazed 

at the 

impact on the audience of statements on Scripture's scientific 

accuracy. While mentioning the dominance of evolu

tion theory, the 

Holy Spirit led us to the real truth of what the apostle Paul is 

saying

—

the Gospel is

 even more dominant. 

Evolutionism is 

dominant because people believe it is science, and science is the 

world's "god" in our day. When it can be demonstrated that a 

science based on Scripture is a superior science, many people are 

willing to explore mysteri

es of the 

Gospel. This worldwide 

challenge offers opportunities to 

witness to our great Savior. The 

Gospel had global impact in Paul's day and it is global in scope 

today. Using modern 

methods of communication, we have a 

challenge to spread the 

Gospel worl

dwide. 

Reference 6.

 

Prayer: That we may be convinced of the superior global character 

of the Gospel. That we spread worldwide the message 

of Christ's 

atonement.

 

Day Six 

—

 Colossians 1:9

 

A Total Christ 

—

 and a Definition of Science 

Writing in 

Evolution and

 the Christian Faith, 

Dr. Bolton 

Davidheiser 

suggests that scientific methods are based on the principle of 

uniformity. This means that under the same cir

cumstances, the 

same cause will produce the same result or ef

fect. In general, this 

is true, for we 

do not live in a capricious 

world. Yet, evolutionists 

maintain that everything arrived 

through a combination of chance 

happenings. The scientific 

method is described as being subject 

to experiment, subject to 

repetition of experiments, and subject to 

falsi

fication. Dr. 

Davidheiser knows there is more to science than 

this. Though 

nature provides many of the answers, it does not 

provide all of 

them.

 

Three Types of Knowledge

 

In the apostle Paul's prayer for the Colossian Christians he 

asks for them knowledge, 

wisdom and spiritual understanding 

(1:9). "Knowledge" seems to be the general word for "wisdom" 

as 

is the Hebrew word 

chokma 

in Job 28:28. "Wisdom" seems to 

refer 

to knowledge in action, keeping us in balance, as in the Hebrew 

word 

segel. 

"Spiritual unders

tanding" means putting things 

together, understanding or perceiving, as in the Hebrew 

word 

biyn. 

To obtain this greater wisdom we need more than nature can 

provide. Accepting a total Christ develops all these 

types of 

wisdom.

 

Three Levels of Science

 

During

 our speaking engagements in South Africa in 1986 

and 

1988 we spoke at universities, colleges, Bible schools and 

seminaries. We emphasized the three levels of science.

 

1. First is "data" knowledge. This is information gained from ex

-

perimentation. It is co

vered by "knowledge" in Col. 1:9.

 

2. Second is Biblical science. We unashamedly join Scripture with 

science, setting aside prejudices against such a union.

 

3. Third, and highest, level is the grace perspective. Here we 

acknowledge Christ as having total kn

owledge. Using His 

substituted perfection we are able to overcome the evils and 

deception which result from limiting our studies to a cursed 

nature.

 

New Definitions

 

This calls for new definitions. While diligence and rigorous 

study are demanded, it is ackn

owledged that forgiveness of sins is 

more important. Sin is the curse under which all of nature 

operates. This concept is as old as the apostle Paul (2000 years) 

and as old as Job (4000 years ago), yet it continually provides 

new 

insights. Productive chang

e has taken place in the study of 

dinosaurs, in anthropology, geology, space science, and atomic 

energy science. Dark ages of science can be left behind to ex

plore 

new horizons. 

Reference 6.

 

Prayer: That we may be taught and motivated to use power of the 

total Christ (2:19) to develop new definitions and more pro

ductive 

science.
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—

 Colossians 1:10

 

A "Total Christ" is Fruitful

 

Writing in the book 

Dinosaurs, 

Drs. Carl Baugh and Clifford Wilson 

demonstrate that both human 

footprints

 and dinosaur tracks are 

found along the Paluxy River near Glen Rose, Texas. 

On

-

going 

searches

 yield new prints. But in the state Dinosaur Park in the 

area, operated by evolutionists who deny that humans and 

dinosaurs lived at the same time, prints are deteriorating. Worse, 

they have been embarrassed by human 

prints discovered. 

Creationists have al

so found a child's tooth 

and dinosaur skeletons 

alongside human 

footprints.

 Yet, their resources are 

far

 less than 

those of state park personnel. In Col. 

1:10 the apostle Paul prays 

that in Jesus 

Christ

 the Colossians 

will be 

fruitful.

 

Fruitfulness and Rea

l Wisdom

 

Following verse 9 is verse 10 in which three types of true 

wisdom are described: knowledge, wisdom and spiritual 

understanding. Where there is true wisdom

—

in contrast to false 

and deceptive wisdom of gnostics with 

their

 pseudo

-

angel 

stages 

and ima

ginary 

fulness

—

there is real growth, true 

development in 

knowledge. Wherever Christ is acknowledged, there is growth and 

productivity. This is demonstrated in South 

Korea, South 

Africa

 

and other parts of the world. Most third 

world countries believe that 

s

cience and education will give 

them blessings enjoyed by people of 

the USA. South Korea is an 

example that it is religion that matters. 

Marxists

 boast of their science, as the Colossian gnostics did, but 

science of 

itself 

does not ensure productivity or ev

en temporal 

blessings. The 

total Christ, as the apostle Paul shows, is the basic 

foundation for education and science as well as 

for

 spiritual life.

 

Who Will Bury Us?

 

Krushchev once boasted that Russia would bury the U.S.A. 

Today it is not the Soviets, but

 the Orientals, who are burying us in 

the United States. They can do this because they work harder 

and 

are more productive. When we all accept Jesus Christ and 

make 

Him central to our total lives, all will be more productive 

and no one 

will need to bury an

yone.

 

Reference 7.

 

Prayer: That through the total Christ we might be blessed with 

more wisdom, knowledge and spiritual understanding and that 

we 

might become more productive not only in science 

disciplines, but 

in all areas of our lives. And that in Christ

 we 

may "rejoice" in our 

productivity (Ps. 104:31) and become ever 

more fruitful.

 

Day Eight 

—

 Colossians 1:11, 29

 

Power of a Total Christ

 

In his book 

What High School Students Should Know about 

Creation, 

Kenneth Taylor describes the sun as being 860,000 

m

iles 

in diameter, while earth is a mere 8000 miles in diameter, 100 

times smaller. About one million earths would 

fit

 into the sun. 

Antares, a star in our galaxy, appears to be 500 million 

miles in 

diameter. Our entire solar system, to the orbit of Jupiter

, 

would 

fit

 

into that star. Our solar system is a part of a huge gal

axy of 100 

billion other stars and it seems to be located toward the edge of this 

system. It appears that it would take 100,000 

years for light to travel 

from one end to the other and 100

0 years 

to travel through the 

thickness of the disk. No wonder that we 

read in Jeremiah 31:37 

that man will never measure the end of 

space. It appears to be 

continuously expanding.

 

Power in Christ

 

Yet this awesome power in space is filled 

with

 contamina

ti

on and is 

degenerating. In Job 15:15 we read that the heavens 

are not pure 

and in 25:5 we read the moon does not shine and the 

stars are not 

pure. But Jesus Christ is pure and this means He has more power 

than everything in space. In II Peter 3:13 we read 

there 

will

 be new 

heavens as well as a new earth, meaning that 

Christ 

will

 also 

redeem this awesome expanse of space. Here is 

great power, and it 

ought to help us in being patient, giving strength 

for

 us to labor at 

our daily tasks. 

Nuclear Submarine

 

It wa

s 

this

 

writer's

 privilege recently to take a tour of a U.S. 

submarine. There were 11 missiles, each having 14 nuclear 

warheads. A single submarine has enough power to wipe out all of 

Russia. Further, they can remain undetected in the ocean 

for 

months at a 

time. This is awesome power, but we have more 

power 

in Jesus Christ.

 

Numbers and Power

 

Many people think there is power in numbers. And some 

think 

truth is to be found in consensus. But the greatest power is 

in the 

love of Christ and that love can be appli

ed to everything in our lives. 

Many people aim 

for

 

self

-

confidence

 or people

-

confidence. We 

ought to be concerned 

with

 having love con

fidence in Christ.

 

Double Power

 

In Job, chapter 42, we read that Job was given 14,000 sheep 

to 

replace the 7,000 he had l

ost, 6,000 camels for his original 3,000 

destroyed, and 1,000 yoke of oxen for the 500 he had lost. 

Also, he 

was blessed with a whole new family of ten children, 

and he lived 

another 140 years, perhaps doubling his age at the time. That 

double power can be

 ours when we apply the power of 

Christ to 

material things as well as to spiritual matters. 

Reference 8.

 

Prayer: That we may learn the greatest power is in love and that 

we 

may use this blessing in our material life.
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—

 Colossians 1:11, 24

 

A Total Christ and Affliction

 

In his book 

The Coming of the Golden Age, 

author Gunther Stent 

suggests that soon we will enjoy the "Golden Age" described by 

Hesiod more than 25 centuries ago. Men will live like gods 

"without 

s

orrow of heart, remote and free from toil and grief, but 

with legs 

and arms never failing," beyond the reach of evil. The Bible holds 

out an assured hope like that for us, but in this wick

ed world there 

must also be tribulation. Evolutionists have hope fo

r the future, but 

Christians have hope already now, through 

Christ. We indicate 

that hope by using it to turn troubles into 

blessings.

 

St. Paul and Suffering

 

St. Paul also paints a picture of 

suffering.

 Though we have 

perfection and assured hope, while we 

live in this wicked world, 

we must endure afflictions. But we can convert them into bless

-

ings. That is why we read in Col. 1:11 

that

 we need 

Christ's 

power to 

endure suffering in patience and we are to be long

-

suffering 

with

 

joyfulness. Christ turned deat

h into a blessing (8:32).

 

Christ's Suffering for Us

 

Paul mentions his 

suffering

 

while

 in prison in Rome, from 

where he was writing this letter. While everyone must endure a 

certain measure of 

suffering,

 Paul 

suffered

 more than his share 

in 

order that other

s might suffer less. When Christ reigns in our 

life, 

we can convert 

affliction

 to blessing. This is a unique power 

which 

is ours.

 

Calcutta

 

Calcutta in India has 

often

 been called the hell

-

hole of the 

earth. 

When this 

writer

 was there in 1983, he was 

frustr

ated 

because the 

authorities would not permit him to deplane at 

Assam where he had 

planned to meet 

with

 scientists, because 

of "fighting" going on. 

Then, 

while

 staying at the Salvation Army 

Guest House in Calcutta, 

garbage in 

front

 of the building was not 

picked up for a whole week 

and people rummaged through it. 

Our driver earned $50 per month, 

of which he spent $25 

for

 room 

rent. Here was real suffering, but it 

was a 

joy

 to see how Chris

tians turned this to blessing. The Lord 

provided me with oppor

tunit

y to present ten talks that week. 

Throughout the mission 

world we have seen much 

suffering,

 many 

apparent failures, but we have seen defeat and disgrace converted 

into blessings. We read in II Cor. 12:9 that God's strength is made 

perfect in weakness. Evol

utionists who rely on survival of the 

fittest

 

as a means of progress deny this, 

for

 one cannot genuinely convert 

trouble to blessing without the hope of perfection restored 

through 

Christ's 

suffering. 

Reference 9.

 

Prayer: That God's power in the total Chri

st give us strength not 

only to endure 

suffering

 and trouble but to make blessings of 

them.

 

Day Ten 

—

 Colossians 1:13, 16; 2:10, 15

 

A Total Christ and the Devils

 

In his book 

Deliver Us From Evil, 

author Don Basham 

describes 

how he, as a Christian minister

, was gradually led into a ministry of 

driving out demons. He is certain that devils are real and still today 

they take possession of some people. He 

reports on his 

development of a means of detecting presence of devils and of his 

method of overcoming them

. He believes it is important to have the 

devils state 

their

 names and then to drive 

them 

authoritatively

 in 

the name of Jesus. Generally they depart 

with a wail. As we see 

New Age people today operating 

with 

devils and the occult, we 

agree 

with

 Basham tha

t devils are real.

 

Devils in the Book of Colossians

 

In a 

scientific

 study of the book of Colossians we find a 

number of references to devils. In 1:13 Paul states that 

forgiveness 

translates the Colossian Christians from darkness into the kingdom 

of God's d

ear Son. In 1:16 thrones, dominions, principalities and 

powers refer to angels and devils, devils being 

the fallen angels. In 

2:10 principalities and powers includes 

devils. In 2:15 where we 

read 

that

 Christ triumphs over prin

cipalities and powers, refere

nce 

is to devils only. In Eph. 2:2 we 

read of the power of the prince of the 

air and in Eph. 6:12 Paul 

reminds us that we 

wrestle

 not against 

flesh and blood, but 

against principalities, powers, rulers of 

darkness of this world, 

spiritual wickedness in hig

h places. 

Ephesians is a companion book to Colossians and aids our 

understanding.

...

 St. Paul was combating the gnostic philosophy 

that

 people progress from one spiritual stage to another through 

ritual exercises. These were allegedly ruled by angels and w

ere 

called principalities, powers, mights, dominions, and thrones. 

Actually,

 they were 

devils and the apostle is showing that Jesus 

Christ has power over angels and devils.

 

Materialization

 

Dr. 

Clifford

 Burdick (geologist) 

tells

 about trying to help a 

young

 Mexican person who had been attending the Church of 

Satan 

in Los Angeles. As they were in Dr. Burdick's apartment in 

Tucson, 

Az., reading the Bible, 

fire

 broke out on the wall and they had to 

extinguish it. The next day as they again read the Bible, 

fire

 

broke 

out on a sweater which Dr. Burdick had bought in 

Cusco, Peru on 

our trip there in 1979. He rolled on the 

floor

 to put 

out the flame. For 

a long time he wore that sweater 

with

 a hole in the back. This is 

evidence 

that

 in a pagan culture, the devil at 

times materializes. . .. 

Author Basham notes that when he talks 

of devil possession, 

people smile and say no one still believes in 

devils. Though they are 

invisible and not subject to experimenta

tion, they are very real. As in 

the apostle Paul's day, Jesu

s Christ 

provides the power to 

overcome them. 

Reference 10.

 

Prayer: That we may recognize the reality of devils and that through 

Jesus Christ we may overcome them.
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—

 Colossians 1:14 and 2:13,14

 

Christ is Total Through Forgiveness

 

Kelly Segraves, writing in 

Jesus Christ, Creator, 

emphasizes 

that Jesus Christ is not only Redeemer, but also Creator. In Col 1:16 

we read 

that

 Jesus Christ "created" or 

ktisis. 

T

his Greek 

word has 

the same meaning as the Hebrew word 

bara. 

It means 

to make 

something out of nothing, to make something for the 

first

 time, and 

to make as only God can make. It is distinguished 

from

 "holding 

together" or 

sunesteeken 

(1:17) which 

refers

 t

o 

preservation 

processes 

still

 going on. Scientists can operate on

ly 

with

 

preservation 

for

 no one can 

experiment

 

with

 a one

-

time 

"creation." 

What author Segraves properly emphasizes is that 

unless Christ is 

also Creator, He has no power to 

forgive

 our 

sin

s.

 

Stephan Marinov

 

At the 1978 Creationist conference on space, held in 

Cleveland, 

Ohio, the theme centered on Einstein's theory of relativity. Three 

non

-

creationist 

scientists

 were invited because 

they believed in 

absolute space rather than relative space

, as ad

vocated by 

Einstein. Stephan Marinov hailed from Bulgaria, his 

father having 

been a leader in turning 

that

 

country

 into a 

Marxist 

state. Stephan 

had been in charge of the Observatory at Sophia, and there he 

began to understand 

that

 something more t

han 

"relativity"

 is 

needed. When he called 

for

 a worldwide con

ference to study 

absolute space, the 

authorities

 thought he had deviated too far. He 

was tortured in 

psychiatric

 wards. He con

vinced them they were 

losing an image of good 

scientists,

 for 

whic

h they expelled him. 

Knowing that we wished to "witness" 

to him, he stated that 

Marxists

 had killed 60 million people in 60 years in eastern Europe 

alone. But that had accomplished 

nothing. When we told him that 

Christ's

 loving 

forgiveness

 was more powerfu

l than all 

authoritative

 

force,

 he stated he was also 

a member of the Greek 

Orthodox Church. In his talks, he in

dicated he still trusted in 

chance, time and environment rather 

than in Father, Son and 

Spirit.

 

In Weakness

 

This forgiveness operates through w

eakness. Jesus Christ 

accomplished His mission by dying on the cross, the most 

shameful death which human minds have devised. Christ 

possesses 

total power, but God's strength is made perfect in 

weakness (II Cor. 

12:9). God uses weakness to show that power 

and end results derive 

from

 Him, not 

from

 us.

 

Reference 11,

 

Prayer: That we may learn the supreme power of 

forgiveness

 and 

love in all areas of our lives.

 

Day Twelve 

—

 Colossians 1:16, 17

 

Jesus Christ: Total in Creation and Preservation

 

Dr. Raymond Surbur

g, in a book edited by Dr. Paul Zimmerman 

and 

titled 

Darwin, Evolution and Creation, 

notes that the Greek word 

for

 "creation" in Col. 1:16 

ktisis, 

is the same as the Old Testament 

word 

bara. 

He notes this means to make something from nothing. It 

also means

 to make something for the 

first

 time, and further, to 

make something which only God can make. In Colossians the 

emphasis is that Jesus Christ is beyond all angel stages of which 

gnostics boasted; He is God and He created the 

angels.

 

Potential 

—

 Preservati

on

 

The greatness of God 

—

and of Christ as God 

—

is noted in 

the 

word "finished" in Gen. 2:1. Note the distinction between 

"creation" in Col. 1:16 and preservation or "holding together" 

sunesteeken 

in Col. 1:17. Not only did God create the universe and 

all 

t

hat

 is in it in 

six

 normal

-

length days, but in 

that

 time He placed 

potential 

for

 all varieties and all adaptations to a varied environment. 

When Adam and Eve were created, all people (you and I) were 

created in code. This Creator God is 

truly

 wondrous. 

The

 word for 

"preservation" or "holding together" in 1:17 ap

plies to what is now 

going on. We cannot experiment 

with

 "crea

tion"; we can 

experiment only 

with

 preservation. Evolutionists 

make a 

fundamental 

error

 in claiming the universe arrived at its present

 

stage through preservation process. The triune God 

both created 

and preserves 

that

 creation. We should 

willingly 

accept the picture 

of beginnings as recorded in 

Scripture

 rather 

than discarding that 

divine account 

for

 a mythological billions

-

of

-

years acco

unt of 

"survival of the 

fittest."

 

R. H. Brown

 

Dr. R. H. Brown is a physicist and a confessing Christian. 

He 

received his doctorate in what is called 

"radioactive

 dating" and he 

is convinced that science demonstrates 4.5 billion years 

as the age 

of earth. Y

et, according to Scripture, he believes the 

universe is 

only approximately 6,000 years old. This kind of divid

ed mind is 

abnormal. We have told him 

that

 if he could accept 

the distinction 

between creation and preservation, indicated in 

these two verses 

(C

ol. 1:16, 17), he would overcome 

this

 alleged 

separation. What 

may appear to be 4.5 billion years old is only 

6,000 years old. A 

divine God was able through the process of 

ktisis 

or "creation" to 

place into the universe all 

that

 was need

ed then or ever. I

t is 

important

 that we distinguish between 

"creation" and 

"preservation." 

Reference 12.

 

Prayer: That we might recognize the 

difference

 between "crea

tion" 

and "preservation" and accept 

that

 creation was ac

complished 

through processes no longer in operatio

n.
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—

 Colossians 1:18

 

Jesus Christ Total in All Things

 

In our reading for Day Two we referred to G. Kenneth An

-

deen 

and his book 

Genesis, the Book of Beginnings. 

The reason 

he does 

not believe that Genesis presents an historical account of creatio

n 

is that he fails to understand a key verse in the book of Colossians 

(Col. 1:18). Here we read that Christ is preeminent in all things. 

Andeen claims that Genesis teaches only that God 

is Creator and 

Preserver and that it is left to science, more or 

less

, to answer 

questions as to "how" and "when." This leads him to believe that 

creation is still continuing. In Col. 1:16, 17 

Paul makes a 

distinction between creation and preservation.

 

All Things

 

Here we need to emphasize the value of the word "all 

things."

 

This means that also in material things Christ is to be 

total. Christ 

was born in the flesh, and in Col. 1:22 we read 

that 

He reconciles 

us by His blood and by the body of His flesh. 

Christ died in His 

fleshly body and rose in His body of flesh and 

blood.

 Following His 

resurrection and glorification, He told His 

disciples that a spirit 

does not have flesh and bones as He had (Luke 24:39). For Christ 

to be preeminent in all things means that His forgiveness must have 

material regenerating power as well 

as s

piritual regeneration.

 

Meaning of Colossians 3:1

 

It seems that the apostle Paul contradicts himself when he 

states in Col. 3:1 that we are to put our 

affection

 

on things above 

and seek those things that are above rather than things of the earth. 

This seems

 to make a distinction between physical and 

spiritual 

matters. But Paul speaks only of physical things which are cursed 

by human sin. Before entrance of sin, all flesh was good. Also, the 

new heavens and new earth will be physically restored to their 

origi

nal perfection. This is why in Acts 3:21 we 

read of the 

restitution of all things. In the restoration, everything will be in its 

original purity. This attempted distinction between 

Christ as 

spiritual and science as physical is destructive both to science 

and 

theology.

 

Job 23:25

 

This is noted already in the Old Testament. In the book of 

Job 

the young man, Elihu, states

—

after leading Job into the Gospel 

under the picture of an "Angel above a Thousand" ran

soming Job's 

soul from the pit

—

that Job's badly deter

iorated fleshly body would 

be restored to freshness as that of a young child. This actually 

happened for Job lived another 140 years. At 

the time of his 

affliction he was perhaps 70 years old. The state

ment that "Christ 

is preeminent in all things" emphas

izes the 

renewing power of the 

Gospel. 

Reference 3.

 

Prayer: That we may learn the value of Christ not only in spiritual 

matters, but in "all things."

 

Day Fourteen 

—

 Colossians 1:18

 

Fulness of a Total Christ

 

In his book 

To Be As God, 

Dr. Bolton Davidheiser

 explains 

how 

scientists attempt to produce a "brave new world" as 

described by 

Aldous Huxley in a 1932 book by that title. In 1949 George Orwell 

set 1984 as the time when this dream would come 

true. The date 

has come and gone, and the world is still wicke

d. 

Geneticists are 

experimenting with cloning and synthetic pro

duction of offspring. 

Davidheiser calls this "playing God." 

These scientists are not 

much different from the gnostics who 

plagued the Colossian 

Christians some 2,000 years ago. They named thei

r brave new 

world a "fulness." They maintained they could advance from one 

angel stage to another by rigorously 

fulfilling Jewish rituals. The 

final stage was the fulness. 

Fulness in Christ

 

In the book of Colossians the apostle Paul teaches that in 

Christ 

we have fulness. We read in Col. 1:19 that it pleased God 

that in Christ we should have all fulness. After the apostle warned 

the Colossians about gnostic heresy (2:9), he states again that the 

fulness dwells in Christ. The moment we accept Christ as our 

S

avior, we have this fulness. Nothing in this world is perfect, but we 

have fulness in Christ who overcame sin.

 

Gold in Eden

 

While on a geology tour in south 

Africa

 

after

 Easter in 1988, 

Prof. J. Kies, geology teacher, pointed out to us the value of the 

sta

tement that gold in the Garden of Eden in the land of Havilah and 

along the River Pison was of very best quality (Gen. 2:11,12). In 

South 

Africa

 where much gold has been mined, all the gold 

has 

been discovered in basement rock, rocks dating to the Garden o

f 

Eden before sin. Even now, farther west around 

Johannesburg, gold 

is being discovered in shafts as deep as 

10,000 feet in places. This 

is also in basement rock. Dr. Kies con

tended that gold being mined 

today dates, in nearly all in

stances, to the time 

of the Garden of 

Eden. This not only pro

vides scientific direction for locating gold, 

but hints at the 

remarkable beauty of the Garden of Eden. The 

garden was com

plete fulness. We cannot experience this yet, but 

when we ac

cept Jesus Christ as our Savior

 from sin, we enjoy this 

fulness 

by faith.

 

The Fulness Now

 

We need not strive for that fulness as the gnostics did. Nor 

need we hope for a brave new world as evolutionists do. We have it 

right here and now by 

faith

 in Jesus Christ. Because He is 

perfect, 

H

e has power to make us perfect. 

Reference 13.

 

Prayer: That we be thankful for the fulness in Christ Jesus we 

already have and for the assurance of eternal blessings in the 

life to 

come.
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—

 Colossians 1:20

 

A Total Christ in His Reconciliation

 

Keith Wilkes, theologian of Bristol, England, is author of 

Religion and the Sciences. 

He notes that the atom is not a solid 

substance but is composed of many forces. Thus, he sees a need 

fo

r "thought" behind all substance. However, he in

troduces God 

only when science offers no explanation. Nor 

does he combine 

Scripture with science, fearing this will restrict 

science.

 

Forgiveness of "Things"

 

In Col. 1:20 the apostle Paul states twice that G

od recon

ciles 

all things, not only things on earth but "things" (plural) in 

the 

heavens. In the next verse he speaks of Christ reconciling people, 

using the same word. How can Christ's shed blood 

reconcile an 

animal, an atom, a star?

 

Christ does this indi

rectly, through man. When Adam and 

Eve 

sinned, all nature was cursed and is still groaning (Rom. 8:19

-

23). 

When Christ reconciled mankind, all of nature was 

blessed. For 

generations educators have boasted that educa

tion can be 

conducted without reference 

to religion. Then they 

introduce the 

pagan religion of evolution. Morality and Christ's reconciliation are 

involved in all "things." 

New Model of Atom

 

This is noted in the new model of the atom which is sup

ported 

by Dr. Thomas Barnes in his book 

Space Med

ium 

and by Charles 

Lucas in 

Solo Deo Gloria. 

Essence of this model is that 

the atom, 

and all that is in it, appears to be magnetic forces and 

reactions. 

What this does, first, is that it destroys the current 

quantum model 

of the atom, according to which it

 is claimed the atom can exist 

without thought and that uncertain elements 

within it do not follow 

cause

-

and

-

effect. This is based on an old 

Greek idea of the atom 

according to which, it was believed, the 

atom could exist by itself in 

what is called a poin

t particle. It was 

said the atom was indivisible. 

Now an entire host of activity has 

been found inside the atom. 

According to the new model, it is realized the atom is fluid, is 

subject to magnetic forces, and depends on thought. Because the 

atom is the ba

sis of all 

"things," all "substance," it is easier to 

accept that God's 

thought directs all things. All magnetic forces 

are an extension 

of God's thought, and all substance is a matter of 

thought. Thus, 

it is not incomprehensible that when Christ 

reconcile

s people, He also reconciles things. Jesus Christ can be, 

and must be, total in all things, even in the atom. The contention 

that the Christian religion will damage science education is in itself 

a pagan religion.

 

References 14, 15, 16

 

Prayer: That Jesus C

hrist be total in all respects and that His

 

reconciling power operate in us.

 

Day Sixteen 

—

 Colossians 1:21

 

Enemies of a Total Christ

 

In their book titled 

Why Scientists Accept Evolution, 

Robert 

Clark and James Bales describe early proponents of evolution.

 

These include James Hutton, Sir Charles Lyell, Charles Darwin, 

and Thomas Henry Huxley. Some of these men were Christians 

who 

tried to maintain their faith. Others were agnostic from the start. 

Finally, all denied anything supernatural. Evolution 

theories

 began 

with, and have been promoted by unbelievers, ac

cording to these 

authors. Therefore, they maintain, the theory is 

suspect.

 

Enemies

 

In Col. 1:21 the apostle Paul tells the Colossian Christians that at 

one time they were alienated from God and were Hi

s enemies 

because of their wicked works. In Rom. 8:7 Paul writes 

the natural 

mind is at enmity with God. It is this natural enmity which has 

invented the theory of evolution; it is not evidence 

which allegedly 

supports it. Many scientists adopt evolution 

w

ithout proof. This 

indicates that it is a religion. 

Creation/Evolution Debate

 

In the winter of 1979

-

1980 Dr. Russell Arndts of the State 

University at St. Cloud, Mn. persuaded the head of his depart

ment 

to offer a creation/evolution course for 11 weeks, f

or three 

hours 

each week. He taught the Creationist version while his col

leagues 

all taught the evolution side. It was an ongoing debate. After the 

formal meeting, another hour was spent in a restaurant. Dr. Arndts 

did not mind that I (a Christian pastor)

 at

tended, but I was not to 

say much for fear of introducing religion. 

It was thought his 

colleagues could be persuaded on the basis 

of scientific data. 

Though I promised to remain quiet, I did in

dicate this was not the 

way to reach his colleagues becaus

e the issues are more than a 

data issue, they are a religious issue. Now, nearly ten years later, 

none of the colleagues has accepted 

the creation position and he 

himself understands that the issue is more religious than being 

simply another scientific mod

el. This is due to man's natural 

enmity toward God. Thus, evolu

tionists twist data to suit their 

religion. Man's natural enmity 

toward God is not overcome by 

data. The miraculous power of the Holy Spirit is needed.

 

A Battle

 

Because evolution is the most d

ominant religion or 

philosophy in the history of the world, overcoming it entails a 

battle. This battle is necessary because by nature all people are 

alienated from God and the Holy Spirit must miraculously 

regenerate us. 

Reference 16.

 

Prayer: That we reco

gnize that by nature all people are God's 

enemies. That we need the miracle of salvation, turning us from 

hostility to being willing soldiers for the Lord.
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—

 Colossians 1:23

 

A Total Christ in Every Creature

 

Herman Schaars, formerly teacher in a Christian school in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, had a remarkable way of explaining the 

wonders of nature and creatures of nature to children. He col

lected 

his

 studies and they were printed in magazines. Finally, 

they were 

collected and published in a book titled 

Nature and 

Nature's God, 

still available. In describing these wonders, 

Schaars always gave 

God the glory. Schaars was a Creationist 

and he helped found

 the 

Creationist organization in Milwaukee. From a thoroughly Christian 

and Creationist viewpoint he 

il

lustrates the wonders of God's 

creatures.

 

The Gospel and the Creature

 

In Col. 1:23 the 

writer

 seems to say that the Gospel is 

preached 

to every creature

. It is preached to all people, but what about 

animals and what about stars or rocks? The original 

Greek 

language demands that we translate "in every creature" 

or "in the 

presence of every creature." The word 

for

 

"creature"

 in this verse is 

the one used in

 Mark 16:15 

(ktisis) 

and also in Col. 

1:16 where we 

read that Christ created everything. Perhaps, even better than 

saying "in the presence of," we can note 

that

 in 

every creature we 

see the need for the Gospel, 

for

 all 

creatures 

are cursed by sin as 

we not

e in Rom. 8:19

-

21. Evidences of degeneration throughout 

nature point up the need 

for

 the 

Gospel.

 

Grand Canyon of Arizona

 

In the summer of 1976 we were making a movie of the Grand 

Canyon, from a 

Creationist

 viewpoint. Halfway down the North Rim 

trail we met

 Bruce 

Atkins

 who was witnessing to 

backpackers as 

they hiked through the canyon. Bruce complain

ed that Creationists 

who were emphasizing that Grand Canyon 

was formed thousands 

of years ago (not millions, or billions, of 

years ago) were not 

promoting the 

Gospel. In his encounters it was necessary only to 

quote John 3:16. We pointed out that beautiful and awesome as the 

canyon is, it is not perfect. Every day up to one

-

half million tons of 

sand and silt are swept down the Colorado River. From erosion of 

thi

s scenic wonder, we can demonstrate the need of the Gospel 

for

 

mankind. As we apply 

the Gospel, we discard the mythology that 

this marvelous can

yon is millions, even billions, of years old. 

A 

Total Christ

 

Throughout the book of Colossians the apostle Paul

 em

-

phasizes the need for a total Christ. The Gospel of His redemp

tion 

has been needed by people of every generation in every 

land.

 

Reference 17.

 

Prayer: That we see the Gospel at work through believers and that 

the Gospel even has material regenerating p

ower.

 

Day Eighteen 

—

 Colossians 1:26

 

The Mystery of a Total Christ

 

Writing in 

Journey Away From God, 

Robert Benedict states 

that today's scientists are in a dilemma. While they admit the 

theory of evolution does not explain 

scientific

 data, they cannot 

su

bmit to accepting the Creationist position. British paleon

tologist 

Sir Arthur Keith, has stated "Evolution is unproved and unprovable 

. .. the only alternative is special creation, and that 

is unthinkable." 

To this Dr. Wilder

-

Smith humorously answers 

that

 "he 

just

 can't 

think." 

Scientific

 data do not support a 

billions

-

of

-

years age for the 

universe nor an amoeba

-

to

-

man development. Further, the two 

laws of thermodynamics 

thoroughly disprove the theory of upward 

development. Radioactive dating techniques ar

e proving to be 

mixing rather 

than dating, in most cases. Also, the rapid decay of 

earth's magnetic field demands a young age for the earth. Still, not 

many scientists accept the creation model. To accept the Biblical 

account of origins demands facing a 

ju

st

 God with per

sonal sins 

and, like Adam and Eve, people prefer to blame some

one or 

something else.

 

Mystery

 

In the book of Colossians Paul notes that the Gospel is a 

mystery, and he says more in Eph. 3:3

-

5. One reason for referring 

to 

it as a mystery is 

that the religion of the gnostics was a 

secret, 

similar to the rituals of secret societies. The Christian 

religion, too, 

is a mystery, but it has been revealed and Paul had a special call to 

reveal it. All Christians have this call. Even while in prison, P

aul 

asked for prayers of the Colossian Christians that he might better 

reveal this mystery. But not only is the 

Gospel a mystery; creation 

is a mystery to scientists because it was a one

-

time act, brought 

about through processes not now observable. It is n

ot anti

-

science, but it is above what today is 

called science.

 

Scientific Mysteries in Scripture

 

Scientists diligently search out mysteries in nature, but 

they 

tend to believe that mysteries in the Bible have no 

scientific 

value. 

Because Christ, the Center

 of Scripture, is total, they 

would do 

well to study the mysteries of Scripture which deal 

with

 science. 

One such is the picture of weather in Job, chapters 36, 37, and 38. 

There seem to be genetic qualities in weather we 

have not begun 

to find. In Job 38:

28 rain is called a father and in 

38:39 ice is called 

a mother along 

with

 the question "out of 

whose womb came the 

ice"? Only 150 years ago nothing was 

known about the elaborate 

coding in the life cell. Perhaps there is an even more elaborate 

coding in wea

ther. Who will reveal more 

scientific

 mysteries from 

Scripture? 

Reference 18.

 

Prayer: That we be thankful for mysteries already revealed. That 

we be energetic in proclaiming the mystery of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ.
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—

 Colossians 1:5, 2:2

 

A Total Christ in the Trinity

 

In  the concluding chapter of 

Studies in the  Bible and

 

Science, 

titled "Christ in Creation," Dr. Henry Morris 

attempts

 to 

find the 

Trinity

 

in nature. He refers to time, space, and matter

—

a 

t

hreefold division reminding us of the threefold 

Trinity.

 Then he 

divides each of these into three dimensions: East/West, North/ 

South, and depth dimension. He also notes three dimensions of 

time: past, present, and future. There are also three divisions of

 

matter: energy, motion and phenomena. According to Rom. 1:20, 

the Godhead may be discovered through nature, 

without

 aid of 

Scripture, but the apostle adds that this truth which could be 

learned from nature is suppressed in unrighteousness. It is the 

Gospe

l which works in us a willingness to accept what can be 

learned of God.

 

The Trinity 

—

 Total Christ in Trinity

 

Emphasis in the book of Colossians is on 

Christ, 

because Paul 

emphasizes that He is 

greater

 than angels wor

shiped by gnostics. 

But the 

writer

 doe

s not neglect the 

Trinity, 

for Christ's power would 

be nothing were He not the Second Per

son. In 1:15 Christ is 

portrayed as the image of the invisible God, 

implying there is more 

to the 

Trinity

 

than

 Christ. In 2:2 we read of 

the mystery of God, and 

of th

e Father, and of Christ, placing the 

Spirit at the head of the list. 

The Father is needed to send the Son. The Son must redeem. The 

Spirit

 creates 

faith.

 This 

mystery is beyond human comprehension 

but is most useful in 

life.

 

Because emphasis in the book of

 Colossians is on the 

total 

Christ, He is the center of the Trinity. The Father sends His Son to 

suffer,

 die and rise for mankind. The Spirit leads us to believe 

in 

the Son's redemption. Recognizing the relationship between the 

Trinity and a total Christ, 

we emphasize love rather than force. 

God's greatest power is displayed in the love of Christ rather than 

in God's power in nature. Seeing Christ as the center of the Trinity, 

we get a clear 

picture

 of the total Christ.

 

Genesis

 

In the book titled 

Genesis an

d Science 

Walter Lang notes 

three 

references to the 

Trinity

 in Genesis, 

chapter

 1. First: Gods (plural) 

create (singular) the heavens and earth. There are three Persons, 

but only one God. The Father is mentioned in verse 1. 

the Spirit in 

verse 2, and the S

on (the Word) in verse 3. In Gen. 1:26 we read "Let 

us make man," again 

referring

 to the Trinity. For Christ to be total in 

our material and 

spiritual

 lives we need 

to acknowledge Him as a 

Person in the 

Trinity. 

References 19, 20.

 

Prayer: That we may recei

ve understanding and strength and power 

through the 

Trinity

 and that this will lead to acknowledg

ing Christ 

as important in science as well as in religion.

 

Day Twenty 

—

 Colossians 2:3

 

All Science Hidden in a Total Christ

 

In his book 

Essentials of Physica

l Science, 

John DeVries 

traces

 the history of splitting the atom. In World War I when Lord 

Rutherford was advised to quit puttering 

with

 the atom and devote 

his 

talents

 to inventing an 

effective

 anti

-

submarine 

device, he 

reportedly answered, "Gentlemen, I 

am trying to split 

the atom. If I 

succeed, it will be more important than the war."

 

Rutherford's

 dream was realized in 1938 by the success of 

Hahn, Strassman and Meitner who were interested in obtaining 

elements beyond Uranium. Through 

their

 

experiments

 th

ey ob

-

tained Barium as an end product and the great Danish atomist, 

Niels Bohr, agreed they had 

split

 the atom into nearly equal 

fragments. This was called 

fission.

 As the atom was split, a 

tremendous amount of energy was released, and later this 

became 

th

e basis 

for

 nuclear energy. This power has always ex

isted within 

the atom, but it was hidden. Many other blessings of 

nature are 

hidden and research and work are required to uncover them. The 

apostle Paul says that in 

Christ

 are hidden all 

treasures of wi

sdom 

and knowledge. If it is 

profitable

 for scien

tists

 to uncover secrets of 

the atom, it is of much more value to uncover treasures hidden in 

Christ

 Jesus.

 

Matthew Fontaine Maury

 

That it is valuable to search for hidden things not only in nature, 

but als

o in Christ, we learn from A.D. Schnabel in his 

book 

Has God 

Spoken? 

He recounts 

that

 in 1835 a sailor, Mat

thew

 Fontaine 

Maury, was at home, 

sick

 in bed. He asked his 

12

-

year

-

old son to 

read Psalm 8, the 

Christmas

 Psalm. Toward 

the end, in verse 8, we 

rea

d 

that

 the Son of Man is Lord over all 

the 

fish

 which pass through 

on paths of the sea. Maury asked his son to re

-

read that verse. He 

knew of no paths in the sea, but if God's Word referred to them, they 

were there. And he set out to 

find

 them. He did find

 them, and 

because of his discovery, the 

whole science of oceanography was 

founded. This led to establishing our U.S. Naval Academy at 

Annapolis, Md. When 

the head of the Board of Education in 

California

 recently stated 

that

 all references to creation must

 be 

removed from science 

textbooks, it would seem that even the 

science of oceanography 

must be removed 

from

 science.

 

Forgiveness

 

The greatest treasure hidden in 

Christ

 is forgiveness of sin. 

Because all of nature is contaminated by human sin, Christ's 

for

giveness extends even to everything in nature and science.

 

References 20, 21.

 

Prayer: That we be aided in our 

efforts

 to make Jesus Christ a 

total 

force in our lives. 

Also

 that we be privileged to learn more 

of God's 

secrets hidden in nature.
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-

One 

—

 Colossians 2:7

 

Rooted and Grounded in a Total Christ

 

In his book 

Where Are We Headed? 

author Jan Lever makes 

an 

attempt at being both a Christian and an evolutionist. He is a 

scientist in Holland and he accepts a millions

-

of

-

years evolutio

n 

and an amoeba

-

to

-

man development. Writing books and appear

ing 

on radio and TV, he pushes his position that Christ's main 

teaching 

is the universal equality of mankind and 

that

 our 

chief 

responsibility 

is to show social concern and to be peaceable. He 

sa

ys nothing of 

Christ's power and 

forgiving

 love, but em

phasizes that we are to 

follow His examples of kindness. 

Though no person can read 

another's heart to determine 

whether he is a Christian, he obviously 

is not rooted and ground

ed in the total Christ,

 

Warning

 

In Col. 2:4, 8,18, 23 the apostle Paul issues 

four

 

warnings

 to 

Christians to avoid following gnostic heresy. He warns them not to 

be beguiled, not to follow vain philosophy, not to 

follow

 tradi

tions 

of man or rudiments of this world, not to worsh

ip angels 

nor intrude 

into things unseen, and not to be puffed up. In verse 7 we read that, 

those who 

follow

 gnostic philosophy

—

which substituted angel 

worship for Christ 

worship

—

are no longer rooted and grounded in 

Christ. Many people claim that Christ an

d Gospel have nothing to 

do with science, and they would 

perhaps say that Christ and Gospel 

had 

little

 to do 

with

 gnostic 

heresy in Paul's day. But the apostle 

differs;

 he insists 

that 

Jesus Christ is total. For the sake of 

wisdom, Christ is vital and 

we n

eed to be rooted and grounded in 

Him. This is the safe way 

to avoid being deceived.

 

A Sunday School Superintendent

 

Recently we attended a Sunday School where the 

superintendent rejected the short ages given in Scripture in 

favor of 

accepting long ages prop

osed by the 

scientific 

establishment. He 

was a good scientist and 

active

 

in his church, 

but he refused 

permission for showing a "dinosaur" slide presentation because he 

insisted dinosaurs lived millions of 

years ago. He needs to be 

warned, as Paul warned t

he Colossian 

Christians, not to be 

deceived by unbelievers. Though active in 

his church, this man was 

not rooted and grounded in Jesus Christ. And there are many like 

him. Pressure from the communi

ty and from everything that 

appears awesome in the world i

s tremendous and many Christians 

bow to it. Paul tells them, as 

he told the Colossian Christians, they 

are not rooted and grounded in Christ Jesus. 

Reference 22.

 

Prayer: That we be taught to heed warnings against unchristian 

philosophy and vain deceit. Tha

t we become ever more rooted 

and 

grounded in a total Christ.

 

Day Twenty

-

Two 

—

 Colossians 2:12; 3:3,4

 

Dr. Duane Gish is a biochemist and author of 

Speculations 

and Experiments Related to the Theories on the Origin of Life.

 

He demonstrates that spontaneous 

origin of life is impossible 

and 

that people who suggest that life arose in a primordial soup of 

methane, ammonia, hydrogen and water vapor, with the aid of 

lightning strokes, must overcome impossible barriers. Though 

oxygen is needed at a later stage, it 

cannot be present initially, for 

it would destroy the acids in their beginning stages. Therefore, 

they postulate a reducing atmosphere in the begin

ning. When it is 

needed later, it conveniently appears. Their arguments 

for

 a 

reducing atmosphere are unconv

incing. Even if 

amino acids could 

form by accident, they would be destroyed 

faster than they could 

form and, thus, would never get anywhere. 

Research on the life cell 

reveals much more than the DNA and a 

coding process which is still 

beyond our understandi

ng. If biochemists cannot even understand 

life, how can they postulate that it came into being through 

accidents? 

Jesus and Life

 

It is doubtful that scientists will, 

from

 inorganic material, 

create 

life

 in a test tube. The more that is learned about the li

fe 

cell, 

the more remote this possibility appears. But God can give life to 

the dead, for we read in Col. 2:12 that God raised Jesus to 

life

 

after

 His body had experienced physical death. And in Col. 

3:3,4 we 

read that our lives are hidden in Christ. When 

He shall appear in 

glory on the Last Day, we shall appear 

with

 Him. There is 

life

 in 

Christ.

 

We read in Col. 1:16 that Christ created everything in the 

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible. This includes life. The 

expression in Col. 1:17 that Christ

 holds all things together, 

includes the coding 

force

 of the 

life

 cell. Creation of life 

demands 

more thought than scientists are capable of providing.

 

Life in a Test Tube

 

Back in 1968, during a talk in upper Michigan, I indicated that 

life had not been cr

eated in a test tube and that it probably 

never 

would be. A Senior High School student was very upset 

about this. 

Her teacher had already (though erroneously) taught that life had 

been created in a test tube. Today, more than 20 

years later, we 

are no clos

er to this accomplishment. This is true 

even though 

fantastic advances have been made in understand

ing the 

life

 cell.

 

Total Christ and Life

 

Emphasis in the book of Colossians is on the total Christ. All 

life depends on Him. But, more importantly, He gives

 

victory 

over 

sin by blotting out sins and nailing them to the cross (Col. 

2:14).

 

Reference 23.

 

Prayer: That we may know that life is bound 

with

 Christ, our 

Savior. 

Also that we may continue to find physical and spiritual 

life in Him.
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-

Three 

—

 Colossians 2:16,17

 

A Total Christ and the Ceremonial Law

 

Some years ago David Riegle authored a popular

-

type book 

titled 

Creation or Evolution? 

He mentioned numerous theories 

on 

the origin of the solar system, such as the nebular 

hypothe

sis, the 

dust

-

cloud theory, solar disruption or encounter 

theory. He notes 

scientific

 problems involved. He goes on to discuss problems 

encountered in explaining the 

first

 spark of 

life and 

further

 

problems with development

—

from

 the 

first 

amoeba to a proto

zoan 

evolving into a more complex creature. 

Then he proceeds to 

development of man, noting 

that

 modern man has not evolved from 

a non

-

human form but, rather, man 

has degenerated. In discussing 

dating techniques, he shows that Biblical dates 

fit

 the informa

tion. 

Riegle shows that what 

the apostle Paul would call "rudiments of 

the world" are like 

discredited theories of evolution.

 

Ceremonial Law

 

Along with agnostic heresy, there was much emphasis on 

what 

we now refer to as the ceremonial law of the Old Testa

ment. This 

forbade eating of pork, keeping the Sabbath and 

festival days, and 

circumcision. According to the 

gnostics,

 by 

observing these laws 

a person could advance 

from

 one angel 

stage to the next. On the 

basis of Col. 1:6

-

17 Paul noted these laws had a 

temporary purpose, 

and that was leading Old Testa

ment saints to Christ. Since Christ's 

coming, however, these 

laws are no longer needed. They were a 

shadow, but now the body itself is here. For the gnostics to demand 

fulfillment

 of 

them had become "rudime

nts of the world."

 

A Geologist

 

On one of our geology tours we had a 

fellow

 

traveler

 from 

England who was a geologist. He also thought we are bound by 

these laws. In response to our quoting this passage, he stated that 

"no man" could demand this, but God co

uld. However, the 

word for 

"man" is not in the original Greek 

text.

 What we read is 

"let no one 

judge you." He was looking for a sophisticated way 

of by

-

passing 

the apostle's statement. The "millions of years" 

timespan and an 

amoeba

-

to

-

man development have

 less support than the 

ceremonial laws. At least, they were once proscribed by 

God, 

though for a temporary purpose. "Evolution," however, is 

man's 

invention, and we can no more be judged by it than by 

Old 

Testament ceremonial laws.

 

Reference 24.

 

Prayer: Th

at through Christ's power we may be able to "put 

away" 

the rudiments of this world.

 

Day Twenty

-

Four 

—

 Colossians 2:9, 10

 

A Total Christ and a New Man

 

In the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes we find a hidden 

conflict

 in words. The sections in which the p

reacher speaks in the 

first

 person, the "I" section, represents the skeptic Solomon 

who 

finds vanity in everything. In the "He" section in Ec

clesiastes the 

teacher (the better part of Solomon) answers. 

These two opposing 

sides of Solomon answer back and f

orth 

throughout the 12 chapters 

of Ecclesiastes. Something similar is 

found in Col. 3:9, 10 and in 

Eph. 4:24. Ephesians and Colossians 

are companion books and 

were perhaps written during the same 

imprisonment of the apostle 

Paul. Some say this imprisonment

 

was in Ephesus, but most 

scholars think it was Paul's 

first

 im

prisonment in Rome. Paul 

describes the 

conflict

 between the old 

man/new man. He asks the 

Colossian Christians, in the power of 

the total Christ, to put away the 

old man 

with

 his evil lust and 

put on the new man which is renewed 

in the image of God.

 

Image of God

 

What is the "image of God"? Dr. Frank Marsh, 

writing

 in 

Life, 

Man, and Time, 

suggests this has something to do 

with 

human 

physical appearance, or man's ability to think. But, here 

in 

Col

ossians, we learn it means that Adam was created having 

perfect knowledge. In Eph. 4:24 it means perfect holiness. Ac

-

cording to these two passages, it means man was created 

with 

perfect knowledge and perfect holiness. This image of God was lost 

when Adam 

and Eve committed their 

first

 sin, but it was 

restored 

through the total Christ. In the book of Colossians it is stressed that 

Christ has perfect knowledge and, through His in

spired Word, He 

restores it to us. But, first, Christ has perfect holiness for u

s, 

according to the Ephesians passage. The ad

monition is to put off 

the old man with his evil lusts and put on the new man which is 

perfect in holiness and knowledge in 

Christ.

 

Job

 

A good example is given in the book of Job. God called Job 

the 

greatest ma

n in the world (Job 1:8; 2:3), yet Job committed sins 

which led Elihu to warn him that unless he repented of his 

accusations of injustice against God, not even the great ransom 

could save him (Job 36:18). Every Christian must daily drown the 

"old man" and 

let the "new man" come forth. No one is immune. 

How to Struggle

 

Paul tells the Ephesian Christians to do 

this

 by struggling 

against lying, by speaking truth, by avoiding anger, by refraining 

from stealing and by guarding against corrupt communication. 

Paul

 warns the Colossian Christians against anger, wrath, 

malice, 

blasphemy and encourages them toward meekness, 

longsuffering, 

and being charitable. 

Reference 25.

 

Prayer: That we might have strength through the total Christ to 

drown the "old man" with his sin

ful lusts and let the "new man" 

(perfect in holiness and knowledge) dominate our lives.

 



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image14.wmf]Day Twenty

-

Five 

—

 Colossians 3:14

 

A Total Christ and Perfect Love

 

Harold Roellig is an anthropologist and former pastor. In 

his 

book 

The God Who Cares 

he claims that Martin Luther made 

a 

mistake when he placed Christian life under the Ten Com

-

mandments. He

 claims that in the New Testament we are free from 

this Law. He favors a law which is not bound by the Ten 

Commandments.

 

Perfection

 

In Col. 3:14 the apostle Paul writes that charity (love) is the 

bond of perfectness, a thought emphasized throughout this le

t

ter. 

He wishes to present the Colossian Christians as holy, 

unblamable and unreprovable before God. He says that fulness 

dwells in Christ, and in Him who is above all angels we can be 

complete and perfect (2:10). If we understand the perfectness 

mentione

d in 3:14, we will not disassociate love from the Ten 

Commandments. They were given (as they are explained by Jesus 

in the Sermon on the Mount) that we might understand what 

perfection before God means. God is satisfied with 

nothing less 

than total perfect

ion, and the Ten Commandments 

can never be 

abrogated. Summary of the Law is love, first to God, and then to 

our fellowmen. According to James 2:10, if it were possible for us 

to keep the Law

—

and yet offend in only one point

—

we would be 

guilty of the whole 

Law. Such is the nature of perfection. God 

created the universe in perfection, and when it was destroyed by 

Adam's sin, God found a way to restore that perfection through His 

Son. That Law is forever binding.

 

Absolutes

 

Frequently I am asked to help someone

's relative or friend 

who is an evolutionist. Often this person is active in Christian 

Church work. How can one reach such 

a 

person? A good way is 

to 

emphasize the theme of perfection and absolutes which runs 

through Scripture, through the Christian religi

on. Perfection 

demands a perfect universe in the beginning (Gen. 1:31), in con

-

trast to vain philosophies, such as evolution theory. Indicate 

there 

can be no compromise. God demands perfection, but none of 

these theories permits even absolutes. As the apos

tle Paul, in 

his 

arguments with the gnostics often spoke of perfection, so to

day we 

should confront the vain philosophy of evolution and related 

religions. Perfect love are key words in our struggle for 

truth.

 

Reference 26.

 

Prayer: That we may see the val

ue of perfect love and learn how

 

to obtain it. That we may use perfect love in witnessing to God's

 

truth.

 

Day Twenty

-

Six 

—

 

Colossians 3:16

 

A Total Christ and Christian Music

 

A phenomenon today is the dominance in Christian circles of 

the 

hymn "How Great T

hou Art." Originally this was a Swedish song 

and the refrain was, "Oh Mighty God," rather than, "How 

Great 

Thou Art." Originally there were nine verses rather than the current 

four. Refrain after the last verse was addressed to "O Savior God." 

Humanly spea

king, what popularized this song 

was Beverly Shea 

singing it at Billy Graham crusades. We have 

heard it sung in many 

parts of the world, in many languages: 

Korean, Japanese, Chinese, 

English, German, French, Spanish, 

Dutch, Italian. At a 1984 

creation conv

ention held in Israel, on the plains of Galilee where 

Jesus multiplied bread and fish, a group of us sang this in a round 

Italian church which had a lot of resonance. We sang 

simultaneously in three languages: Japanese, Italian and English. 

It was very imp

ressive. It is a creation song, of sorts. Even music 

can be used in witnessing.

 

Science and Music

 

St. Paul prays that the Word of Christ would dwell richly in the 

Colossian Christians and asks that they teach and ad

monish one 

another in hymns, psalms and 

spiritual songs, sing

ing with grace 

in their hearts to the Lord. In the companion book of Ephesians, 

the apostle urges them to be filled with the Spirit, speaking in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 

melody in their hearts to the Lo

rd, giving thanks for all things to the 

Father, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

Power of Music

 

Much of modern day music is evil, but music can also be a 

blessing. It has been said that during the Reformation, more people 

were brought to the Gospel th

rough the music of Martin Luther and 

others than through books. Today young people ef

fectively use 

their style of music in evangelism efforts. Music has a way of 

popularizing truths and instilling them into the 

minds and emotions 

of people. Every possible

 means, including music, should be used 

to promote the Gospel. 

A Total Christ in Music

 

Many songs emphasize the beauty of Christ, that He is 

precious. The Psalmist urges us to sing "new songs" (Ps. 33:3). 

As Christ becomes more of a total force in our live

s, we sing more 

songs. Our worlds of education and science ought to pro

duce new 

songs. But all music ought to be captive to Christ.

 

Prayer: That we may serve Christ through music, particularly 

music which glorifies His creation, preservation and salvation

.
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-

Seven 

—

 Colossians 3:18,19

 

A Total Christ and Marriage

 

What the philosophy of evolution with its alleged gradual 

upward development has done to people's attitude toward mar

-

riage is noted in the book 

Beware Sensitivity Training 

by Phoebe 

Courtne

y. The author describes attitudes toward marriage within 

our nation's schools. Sex education is encouraged even for very 

young children and filthy literature is proscribed for classroom 

use. In the group psychology of sensitivity training, 

students are 

pro

grammed to rid themselves of inhibitions, main

ly those 

regarding sex. In the program for women's liberation, 

Biblical 

expressions with reference to wives being subject to husbands are 

contradicted. There is much emphasis on birth 

control and/or 

abortion.

 

Christ and Marriage

 

The book of Colossians does not contain as much on mar

riage as 

does its companion book, Ephesians, where the apostle 

Paul 

devotes the section 5:22

-

33 to the duties of wives and husbands. In 

Colossians only one verse is addressed to wiv

es and one to 

husbands. Wives are encouraged to submit themselves to their 

husbands and husbands are told to love their wives. In Ephesians 

husbands are told to love their wives in the same measure as they 

love themselves, and the example of 

Christ's love 

for His bride, the 

church, is given. Christ, who is 

Creator and Preserver as well as 

Redeemer and Forgiver, must 

provide the motivation for doing good 

works. When Christ dominates our life, we have a sacred attitude 

toward marriage. 

Sacred Attitude

 

In the 

Old Testament any proven example of fornication or 

adultery was subject to capital punishment, and stoning to 

death. 

Today, even in church circles, one finds a very loose at

titude 

toward marriage. It is surprising, as one visits various Christian 

churches

, that two or three successive marriages by 

one 

individual are tolerated. It would seem that on a mass basis the 

only way this can be overcome is to emphasize the sanctity of 

marriage. Much time and effort go into solving marriage prob

lems 

within churches

. The Dobson films, featuring Christian 

family living, 

are very popular. Many marriage seminars are con

ducted. Still, the 

problem persists. Perhaps Christians ought to consider Old 

Testament teachings. If Christ is to be total in our lives, this must 

incl

ude also marriage. Capital punishment for adulterers is not 

likely to be reinstated, but we can follow in

structions given in 

letters to the Colossian and Ephesian Chris

tians.

 

Reference 27.

 

Prayer. 

That we may regard marriage as a sacred institution and 

t

hat as Christians we may work to overcome pornographic and 

sexual sins in our society.

 

Day Twenty

-

Eight 

—

 Colossians 3:20, 21

 

A Total Christ for Children and Parents 

In his book 

The 

Messianic Character of American Educa

tion, 

R. J. Rushdoony 

notes how the

 evolutionist philosophy of American educators has 

led to lack of discipline in our schools. Among educators who were 

influenced by theories of evolution 

are Horace Mann, Henry 

Barnard, John Swett, John Dewey, 

William H. Kilpatrick, and 

Harold Rugg. They t

aught that 

children are born neutral with regard 

to good/evil and to repress 

a child is harmful. They discouraged 

discipline. Today there are 

many people practicing little self

-

discipline with regard to mar

riage, labor/management problems, 

and in the work

 force in 

general.

 

Colossians

 

Two verses in Colossians treat these matters. From 3:20 we 

learn that children are to obey their parents in all things, for this 

is 

well pleasing to God. In 3:21 we learn that fathers are not to 

provoke 

their children to wrath

. The expression "all things" sounds strong, 

but this is the kind of discipline God wants. On 

the other hand, 

when parents and others in authority exercise 

rightful authority, 

they ought to avoid embittering others. A 

prime example of this is 

Marxists who 

have made a religion of 

embittering people.

 

Rightful Disobedience

 

The expression "all things" can be confusing. If a child of 

Hindu parents in India has been sent to a Christian school (for 

superior training) and then, due to the school's influence, is bap

-

tized as a Christian against the will of his parents, is that not the 

proper thing to do? Or does obeying "in all things" mean that the 

child should refuse to become a Christian and thereby put in 

jeopardy his eternal welfare? The "all things" is explaine

d more 

fully in Eph. 6:3 where we read that when children obey their 

parents, it will be well with them, and they will even receive tem

-

poral blessings. What happens when a child becomes a Chris

tian 

and is baptized against his parents' wishes and, as a re

sult, is cast 

out from society? Life will not be as easy and comfort

able as it 

once was. Christian children will follow Peter's words to Jewish 

authorities in 4:19: "It is right to obey God rather than 

men."

 

In the Lord

 

Both children and parents carry out

 their obligations "in the 

Lord." Again, note the need for a total Christ. It is Christ's love 

for 

all people that motivates children to obey parents and 

motivates 

parents to exercise authority and discipline in love.

 

Reference 28.

 

Prayer: That we may be d

isciplined in love to obey proper

 

authority and conversely, that we discipline others in love.
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-

Nine 

—

 Colossians 4:5

 

Redeeming the Time with a Total Christ

 

Time is an issue in the creation/evolution controversy. In 

the 

days when the apostle Paul was teaching the Colossian 

Christians, 

the big issue was "angel stages" in the religion of 

gno

sticism. 

Without millions and/or billions of years of time, the current 

"philosophy and vain deceit" (Col. 2:8) would fall apart. 

Paul's 

admonition to "redeem the time" (Col. 4:5) is also impor

tant to us 

today.

 

Two Aspects of Time

 

In Rev. 10:6 we read tha

t in the next life there will be no 

time. 

But in Is. 30:8 we are taught that time will be forever. When 

Paul 

tells the Colossian Christians to "redeem the time" is he referring 

to time that no longer is or to time that is forever? The answer is 

there are t

wo aspects to time. Time as a flow system 

will cease in 

eternity. But, time as an order system, will last forever. The very 

first word in the Bible is a "time" word. In Gen. 

1:1 we read, "In the 

beginning." Perhaps the first thing God created was time. And

 thus 

He introduced an order system into the universe at the outset. 

"Redeeming the time" means we are to make the most of it. Time, 

since sin entered the universe, is short. We have a limited time to 

do what God has in store for us. 

Time can become even m

ore 

precious than gold.

 

Idolatry

 

The manner in which time is used by evolutionists is idolatry. 

Along with chance and the environment, they make a 

god of time. 

When they are backed into a corner regarding their 

philosophy, 

they invoke more time, millions o

f years of time. We can redeem 

the time by renouncing such idolatry. The agnostics 

in Colossae 

were making gods of angel stages though there are no legitimate 

angel stages. Today many people make a god of time. In the 

companion book of Ephesians (5:16) we 

are ad

monished to redeem 

the time because the days are evil.

 

Regulation of Time

 

When we think of time, we think of stars. Thoburn Lyon, a 

Christian astronomer and author of 

Witness in the Sky 

and 

Clyde 

McCone, 

a 

Christian anthropologist and author of 

Evol

u

tionary 

Time 

—

 A Moral Issue, 

note that time is regulated by the 

heavenly 

bodies. According to Gen. 1:14, the second reason for which the 

elements in space were created is to regulate time. They are so 

accurate we can even determine exact dates in 

histor

y from them. 

Theme of the book of Colossians is that Christ is to be total in our 

lives, and thus avoid idolatrous use of 

time. 

Reference 29, 30

 

Prayer: That we may redeem the time through Christ, using time 

allotted to us wisely and avoiding all idolatrou

s use of time.

 

Day Thirty 

—

 Colossians 4:3, 4

 

Creation Evangelism 

—

 Colossian Evangelism

 

We have produced a book titled 

Creation Evangelism 

Worldwide. 

In it we provide a foundation for witnessing, using Creationist 

sciences as a basis. Examples of such wi

tnessing in 

various parts 

of the world are cited, illustrating its effectiveness. 

...

 At the end of 

Paul's letter to the Colossian Christians, he 

asks that while he is in 

prison, the Lord would bless his witness

ing. He does not wish to 

waste his time whil

e in prison. Thus, he 

asks the Colossian 

Christians to pray for him in this endeavor. 

Connected with 

Science

 

Actually, Paul's prayers were answered. The books he wrote 

while in prison are Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians. They 

have been used as evange

lism material for 2,000 years. His com

-

ments on gnosticism, philosophy and vain deceit can be effec

tively 

used in witnessing for the Gospel of Jesus Christ also in these 

areas. As he demonstrated that gnosticism is vain and is puffed up 

wisdom, in contras

t he revealed the power of Jesus 

Christ who is 

above all angel stages. Thus, the vanity and deceit 

of gnosticism 

became apparent.

 

Effective Witnessing

 

The god of today's world is the theory of evolution. It is con

-

nected with science and with education. Pe

ople worldwide believe 

the solution for all problems lies in education and 

science. And it 

requires an upward development of life forms over billions of years. 

We can use many of the apostle Paul's arguments; there is vanity 

and deception in what today are

 called science and education. As 

Jesus Christ is introduced into education and science, these 

disciplines are being changed. It 

is a method of witnessing that can 

be used worldwide, for belief 

in evolution is worldwide.

 

Double Power

 

Paul has much to say a

bout the power of the total Christ. And 

this power is doubled when it is used in spiritual matters 

(forgiveness, salvation) and in material matters. Jesus Christ 

"reconciles all things" (1:20) and He is preeminent in "all things" 

(1:18). A true understandi

ng of the book of Colossians, applied to 

the gnosticism of our day (evolution theory), will lead us to use 

double faith power. In a powerful manner we will not only 

witness, 

but will strengthen our spiritual life. 

Reference 31.

 

Prayer: That as we complete 

a study of the book of Colossians, 

we be filled with a double faith power through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. That He dominate both our spiritual and material lives.
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Day Seven — Colossians 1:10

A "Total Christ" is Fruitful

Writing in the book Dinosaurs, Drs. Carl Baugh and Clifford Wilson demonstrate that both human footprints and dinosaur tracks are found along the Paluxy River near Glen Rose, Texas. On-going searches yield new prints. But in the state Dinosaur Park in the area, operated by evolutionists who deny that humans and dinosaurs lived at the same time, prints are deteriorating. Worse, they have been embarrassed by human prints discovered. Creationists have also found a child's tooth and dinosaur skeletons alongside human footprints. Yet, their resources are far less than those of state park personnel. In Col. 1:10 the apostle Paul prays that in Jesus Christ the Colossians will be fruitful.

Fruitfulness and Real Wisdom

Following verse 9 is verse 10 in which three types of true wisdom are described: knowledge, wisdom and spiritual understanding. Where there is true wisdom—in contrast to false and deceptive wisdom of gnostics with their pseudo-angel stages and imaginary fulness—there is real growth, true development in knowledge. Wherever Christ is acknowledged, there is growth and productivity. This is demonstrated in South Korea, South Africa and other parts of the world. Most third world countries believe that science and education will give them blessings enjoyed by people of the USA. South Korea is an example that it is religion that matters. Marxists boast of their science, as the Colossian gnostics did, but science of itself does not ensure productivity or even temporal blessings. The total Christ, as the apostle Paul shows, is the basic foundation for education and science as well as for spiritual life.

Who Will Bury Us?

Krushchev once boasted that Russia would bury the U.S.A. Today it is not the Soviets, but the Orientals, who are burying us in the United States. They can do this because they work harder and are more productive. When we all accept Jesus Christ and make Him central to our total lives, all will be more productive and no one will need to bury anyone.

Reference 7.

Prayer: That through the total Christ we might be blessed with more wisdom, knowledge and spiritual understanding and that we might become more productive not only in science disciplines, but in all areas of our lives. And that in Christ we may "rejoice" in our productivity (Ps. 104:31) and become ever more fruitful.


Day Eight — Colossians 1:11, 29

Power of a Total Christ

In his book What High School Students Should Know about Creation, Kenneth Taylor describes the sun as being 860,000 miles in diameter, while earth is a mere 8000 miles in diameter, 100 times smaller. About one million earths would fit into the sun. Antares, a star in our galaxy, appears to be 500 million miles in diameter. Our entire solar system, to the orbit of Jupiter, would fit into that star. Our solar system is a part of a huge gal​axy of 100 billion other stars and it seems to be located toward the edge of this system. It appears that it would take 100,000 years for light to travel from one end to the other and 1000 years to travel through the thickness of the disk. No wonder that we read in Jeremiah 31:37 that man will never measure the end of space. It appears to be continuously expanding.

Power in Christ

Yet this awesome power in space is filled with contamina​tion and is degenerating. In Job 15:15 we read that the heavens are not pure and in 25:5 we read the moon does not shine and the stars are not pure. But Jesus Christ is pure and this means He has more power than everything in space. In II Peter 3:13 we read there will be new heavens as well as a new earth, meaning that Christ will also redeem this awesome expanse of space. Here is great power, and it ought to help us in being patient, giving strength for us to labor at our daily tasks. Nuclear Submarine

It was this writer's privilege recently to take a tour of a U.S. submarine. There were 11 missiles, each having 14 nuclear warheads. A single submarine has enough power to wipe out all of Russia. Further, they can remain undetected in the ocean for months at a time. This is awesome power, but we have more power in Jesus Christ.

Numbers and Power

Many people think there is power in numbers. And some think truth is to be found in consensus. But the greatest power is in the love of Christ and that love can be applied to everything in our lives. Many people aim for self-confidence or people-confidence. We ought to be concerned with having love con​fidence in Christ.

Double Power

In Job, chapter 42, we read that Job was given 14,000 sheep to replace the 7,000 he had lost, 6,000 camels for his original 3,000 destroyed, and 1,000 yoke of oxen for the 500 he had lost. Also, he was blessed with a whole new family of ten children, and he lived another 140 years, perhaps doubling his age at the time. That double power can be ours when we apply the power of Christ to material things as well as to spiritual matters. Reference 8.

Prayer: That we may learn the greatest power is in love and that we may use this blessing in our material life.
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Day Fifteen — Colossians 1:20

A Total Christ in His Reconciliation

Keith Wilkes, theologian of Bristol, England, is author of Religion and the Sciences. He notes that the atom is not a solid substance but is composed of many forces. Thus, he sees a need for "thought" behind all substance. However, he in​troduces God only when science offers no explanation. Nor does he combine Scripture with science, fearing this will restrict science.

Forgiveness of "Things"

In Col. 1:20 the apostle Paul states twice that God recon​ciles all things, not only things on earth but "things" (plural) in the heavens. In the next verse he speaks of Christ reconciling people, using the same word. How can Christ's shed blood reconcile an animal, an atom, a star?

Christ does this indirectly, through man. When Adam and Eve sinned, all nature was cursed and is still groaning (Rom. 8:19-23). When Christ reconciled mankind, all of nature was blessed. For generations educators have boasted that educa​tion can be conducted without reference to religion. Then they introduce the pagan religion of evolution. Morality and Christ's reconciliation are involved in all "things." New Model of Atom

This is noted in the new model of the atom which is sup​ported by Dr. Thomas Barnes in his book Space Medium and by Charles Lucas in Solo Deo Gloria. Essence of this model is that the atom, and all that is in it, appears to be magnetic forces and reactions. What this does, first, is that it destroys the current quantum model of the atom, according to which it is claimed the atom can exist without thought and that uncertain elements within it do not follow cause-and-effect. This is based on an old Greek idea of the atom according to which, it was believed, the atom could exist by itself in what is called a point particle. It was said the atom was indivisible. Now an entire host of activity has been found inside the atom. According to the new model, it is realized the atom is fluid, is subject to magnetic forces, and depends on thought. Because the atom is the basis of all "things," all "substance," it is easier to accept that God's thought directs all things. All magnetic forces are an extension of God's thought, and all substance is a matter of thought. Thus, it is not incomprehensible that when Christ reconciles people, He also reconciles things. Jesus Christ can be, and must be, total in all things, even in the atom. The contention that the Christian religion will damage science education is in itself a pagan religion.

References 14, 15, 16

Prayer: That Jesus Christ be total in all respects and that His

reconciling power operate in us.


Day Sixteen — Colossians 1:21

Enemies of a Total Christ

In their book titled Why Scientists Accept Evolution, Robert Clark and James Bales describe early proponents of evolution. These include James Hutton, Sir Charles Lyell, Charles Darwin, and Thomas Henry Huxley. Some of these men were Christians who tried to maintain their faith. Others were agnostic from the start. Finally, all denied anything supernatural. Evolution theories began with, and have been promoted by unbelievers, ac​cording to these authors. Therefore, they maintain, the theory is suspect.

Enemies

In Col. 1:21 the apostle Paul tells the Colossian Christians that at one time they were alienated from God and were His enemies because of their wicked works. In Rom. 8:7 Paul writes the natural mind is at enmity with God. It is this natural enmity which has invented the theory of evolution; it is not evidence which allegedly supports it. Many scientists adopt evolution without proof. This indicates that it is a religion. Creation/Evolution Debate

In the winter of 1979-1980 Dr. Russell Arndts of the State University at St. Cloud, Mn. persuaded the head of his depart​ment to offer a creation/evolution course for 11 weeks, for three hours each week. He taught the Creationist version while his col​leagues all taught the evolution side. It was an ongoing debate. After the formal meeting, another hour was spent in a restaurant. Dr. Arndts did not mind that I (a Christian pastor) at​tended, but I was not to say much for fear of introducing religion. It was thought his colleagues could be persuaded on the basis of scientific data. Though I promised to remain quiet, I did in​dicate this was not the way to reach his colleagues because the issues are more than a data issue, they are a religious issue. Now, nearly ten years later, none of the colleagues has accepted the creation position and he himself understands that the issue is more religious than being simply another scientific model. This is due to man's natural enmity toward God. Thus, evolu​tionists twist data to suit their religion. Man's natural enmity toward God is not overcome by data. The miraculous power of the Holy Spirit is needed.

A Battle

Because evolution is the most dominant religion or philosophy in the history of the world, overcoming it entails a battle. This battle is necessary because by nature all people are alienated from God and the Holy Spirit must miraculously regenerate us. Reference 16.

Prayer: That we recognize that by nature all people are God's enemies. That we need the miracle of salvation, turning us from hostility to being willing soldiers for the Lord.
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Day Nineteen — Colossians 1:5, 2:2

A Total Christ in the Trinity

In  the concluding chapter of Studies in the  Bible and

Science, titled "Christ in Creation," Dr. Henry Morris attempts to find the Trinity in nature. He refers to time, space, and matter—a threefold division reminding us of the threefold Trinity. Then he divides each of these into three dimensions: East/West, North/ South, and depth dimension. He also notes three dimensions of time: past, present, and future. There are also three divisions of matter: energy, motion and phenomena. According to Rom. 1:20, the Godhead may be discovered through nature, without aid of Scripture, but the apostle adds that this truth which could be learned from nature is suppressed in unrighteousness. It is the Gospel which works in us a willingness to accept what can be learned of God.

The Trinity — Total Christ in Trinity

Emphasis in the book of Colossians is on Christ, because Paul emphasizes that He is greater than angels wor​shiped by gnostics. But the writer does not neglect the Trinity, for Christ's power would be nothing were He not the Second Per​son. In 1:15 Christ is portrayed as the image of the invisible God, implying there is more to the Trinity than Christ. In 2:2 we read of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ, placing the Spirit at the head of the list. The Father is needed to send the Son. The Son must redeem. The Spirit creates faith. This mystery is beyond human comprehension but is most useful in life.

Because emphasis in the book of Colossians is on the total Christ, He is the center of the Trinity. The Father sends His Son to suffer, die and rise for mankind. The Spirit leads us to believe in the Son's redemption. Recognizing the relationship between the Trinity and a total Christ, we emphasize love rather than force. God's greatest power is displayed in the love of Christ rather than in God's power in nature. Seeing Christ as the center of the Trinity, we get a clear picture of the total Christ.

Genesis

In the book titled Genesis and Science Walter Lang notes three references to the Trinity in Genesis, chapter 1. First: Gods (plural) create (singular) the heavens and earth. There are three Persons, but only one God. The Father is mentioned in verse 1. the Spirit in verse 2, and the Son (the Word) in verse 3. In Gen. 1:26 we read "Let us make man," again referring to the Trinity. For Christ to be total in our material and spiritual lives we need to acknowledge Him as a Person in the Trinity. References 19, 20.

Prayer: That we may receive understanding and strength and power through the Trinity and that this will lead to acknowledg​ing Christ as important in science as well as in religion.


Day Twenty — Colossians 2:3

All Science Hidden in a Total Christ

In his book Essentials of Physical Science, John DeVries traces the history of splitting the atom. In World War I when Lord Rutherford was advised to quit puttering with the atom and devote his talents to inventing an effective anti-submarine device, he reportedly answered, "Gentlemen, I am trying to split the atom. If I succeed, it will be more important than the war."

Rutherford's dream was realized in 1938 by the success of Hahn, Strassman and Meitner who were interested in obtaining elements beyond Uranium. Through their experiments they ob​tained Barium as an end product and the great Danish atomist, Niels Bohr, agreed they had split the atom into nearly equal fragments. This was called fission. As the atom was split, a tremendous amount of energy was released, and later this became the basis for nuclear energy. This power has always ex​isted within the atom, but it was hidden. Many other blessings of nature are hidden and research and work are required to uncover them. The apostle Paul says that in Christ are hidden all treasures of wisdom and knowledge. If it is profitable for scien​tists to uncover secrets of the atom, it is of much more value to uncover treasures hidden in Christ Jesus.

Matthew Fontaine Maury

That it is valuable to search for hidden things not only in nature, but also in Christ, we learn from A.D. Schnabel in his book Has God Spoken? He recounts that in 1835 a sailor, Mat​thew Fontaine Maury, was at home, sick in bed. He asked his 12-year-old son to read Psalm 8, the Christmas Psalm. Toward the end, in verse 8, we read that the Son of Man is Lord over all the fish which pass through on paths of the sea. Maury asked his son to re-read that verse. He knew of no paths in the sea, but if God's Word referred to them, they were there. And he set out to find them. He did find them, and because of his discovery, the whole science of oceanography was founded. This led to establishing our U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md. When the head of the Board of Education in California recently stated that all references to creation must be removed from science textbooks, it would seem that even the science of oceanography must be removed from science.

Forgiveness

The greatest treasure hidden in Christ is forgiveness of sin. Because all of nature is contaminated by human sin, Christ's forgiveness extends even to everything in nature and science.

References 20, 21.

Prayer: That we be aided in our efforts to make Jesus Christ a total force in our lives. Also that we be privileged to learn more of God's secrets hidden in nature.
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Day Twenty-Three — Colossians 2:16,17

A Total Christ and the Ceremonial Law

Some years ago David Riegle authored a popular-type book titled Creation or Evolution? He mentioned numerous theories on the origin of the solar system, such as the nebular hypothesis, the dust-cloud theory, solar disruption or encounter theory. He notes scientific problems involved. He goes on to discuss problems encountered in explaining the first spark of life and further problems with development—from the first amoeba to a protozoan evolving into a more complex creature. Then he proceeds to development of man, noting that modern man has not evolved from a non-human form but, rather, man has degenerated. In discussing dating techniques, he shows that Biblical dates fit the information. Riegle shows that what the apostle Paul would call "rudiments of the world" are like discredited theories of evolution.

Ceremonial Law

Along with agnostic heresy, there was much emphasis on what we now refer to as the ceremonial law of the Old Testa​ment. This forbade eating of pork, keeping the Sabbath and festival days, and circumcision. According to the gnostics, by observing these laws a person could advance from one angel stage to the next. On the basis of Col. 1:6-17 Paul noted these laws had a temporary purpose, and that was leading Old Testa​ment saints to Christ. Since Christ's coming, however, these laws are no longer needed. They were a shadow, but now the body itself is here. For the gnostics to demand fulfillment of them had become "rudiments of the world."

A Geologist

On one of our geology tours we had a fellow traveler from England who was a geologist. He also thought we are bound by these laws. In response to our quoting this passage, he stated that "no man" could demand this, but God could. However, the word for "man" is not in the original Greek text. What we read is "let no one judge you." He was looking for a sophisticated way of by-passing the apostle's statement. The "millions of years" timespan and an amoeba-to-man development have less support than the ceremonial laws. At least, they were once proscribed by God, though for a temporary purpose. "Evolution," however, is man's invention, and we can no more be judged by it than by Old Testament ceremonial laws.

Reference 24.

Prayer: That through Christ's power we may be able to "put away" the rudiments of this world.


Day Twenty-Four — Colossians 2:9, 10

A Total Christ and a New Man

In the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes we find a hidden conflict in words. The sections in which the preacher speaks in the first person, the "I" section, represents the skeptic Solomon who finds vanity in everything. In the "He" section in Ec​clesiastes the teacher (the better part of Solomon) answers. These two opposing sides of Solomon answer back and forth throughout the 12 chapters of Ecclesiastes. Something similar is found in Col. 3:9, 10 and in Eph. 4:24. Ephesians and Colossians are companion books and were perhaps written during the same imprisonment of the apostle Paul. Some say this imprisonment was in Ephesus, but most scholars think it was Paul's first im​prisonment in Rome. Paul describes the conflict between the old man/new man. He asks the Colossian Christians, in the power of the total Christ, to put away the old man with his evil lust and put on the new man which is renewed in the image of God.

Image of God

What is the "image of God"? Dr. Frank Marsh, writing in Life, Man, and Time, suggests this has something to do with human physical appearance, or man's ability to think. But, here in Colossians, we learn it means that Adam was created having perfect knowledge. In Eph. 4:24 it means perfect holiness. Ac​cording to these two passages, it means man was created with perfect knowledge and perfect holiness. This image of God was lost when Adam and Eve committed their first sin, but it was restored through the total Christ. In the book of Colossians it is stressed that Christ has perfect knowledge and, through His in​spired Word, He restores it to us. But, first, Christ has perfect holiness for us, according to the Ephesians passage. The ad​monition is to put off the old man with his evil lusts and put on the new man which is perfect in holiness and knowledge in Christ.

Job

A good example is given in the book of Job. God called Job the greatest man in the world (Job 1:8; 2:3), yet Job committed sins which led Elihu to warn him that unless he repented of his accusations of injustice against God, not even the great ransom could save him (Job 36:18). Every Christian must daily drown the "old man" and let the "new man" come forth. No one is immune. How to Struggle

Paul tells the Ephesian Christians to do this by struggling against lying, by speaking truth, by avoiding anger, by refraining from stealing and by guarding against corrupt communication. Paul warns the Colossian Christians against anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy and encourages them toward meekness, longsuffering, and being charitable. Reference 25.

Prayer: That we might have strength through the total Christ to drown the "old man" with his sinful lusts and let the "new man" (perfect in holiness and knowledge) dominate our lives.
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Day Twenty-Seven — Colossians 3:18,19

A Total Christ and Marriage

What the philosophy of evolution with its alleged gradual upward development has done to people's attitude toward mar​riage is noted in the book Beware Sensitivity Training by Phoebe Courtney. The author describes attitudes toward marriage within our nation's schools. Sex education is encouraged even for very young children and filthy literature is proscribed for classroom use. In the group psychology of sensitivity training, students are programmed to rid themselves of inhibitions, main​ly those regarding sex. In the program for women's liberation, Biblical expressions with reference to wives being subject to husbands are contradicted. There is much emphasis on birth control and/or abortion.

Christ and Marriage

The book of Colossians does not contain as much on mar​riage as does its companion book, Ephesians, where the apostle Paul devotes the section 5:22-33 to the duties of wives and husbands. In Colossians only one verse is addressed to wives and one to husbands. Wives are encouraged to submit themselves to their husbands and husbands are told to love their wives. In Ephesians husbands are told to love their wives in the same measure as they love themselves, and the example of Christ's love for His bride, the church, is given. Christ, who is Creator and Preserver as well as Redeemer and Forgiver, must provide the motivation for doing good works. When Christ dominates our life, we have a sacred attitude toward marriage. Sacred Attitude

In the Old Testament any proven example of fornication or adultery was subject to capital punishment, and stoning to death. Today, even in church circles, one finds a very loose at​titude toward marriage. It is surprising, as one visits various Christian churches, that two or three successive marriages by one individual are tolerated. It would seem that on a mass basis the only way this can be overcome is to emphasize the sanctity of marriage. Much time and effort go into solving marriage prob​lems within churches. The Dobson films, featuring Christian family living, are very popular. Many marriage seminars are con​ducted. Still, the problem persists. Perhaps Christians ought to consider Old Testament teachings. If Christ is to be total in our lives, this must include also marriage. Capital punishment for adulterers is not likely to be reinstated, but we can follow in​structions given in letters to the Colossian and Ephesian Chris​tians.

Reference 27.

Prayer. That we may regard marriage as a sacred institution and that as Christians we may work to overcome pornographic and sexual sins in our society.


Day Twenty-Eight — Colossians 3:20, 21

A Total Christ for Children and Parents In his book The Messianic Character of American Educa​tion, R. J. Rushdoony notes how the evolutionist philosophy of American educators has led to lack of discipline in our schools. Among educators who were influenced by theories of evolution are Horace Mann, Henry Barnard, John Swett, John Dewey, William H. Kilpatrick, and Harold Rugg. They taught that children are born neutral with regard to good/evil and to repress a child is harmful. They discouraged discipline. Today there are many people practicing little self-discipline with regard to mar​riage, labor/management problems, and in the work force in general.

Colossians

Two verses in Colossians treat these matters. From 3:20 we learn that children are to obey their parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to God. In 3:21 we learn that fathers are not to provoke their children to wrath. The expression "all things" sounds strong, but this is the kind of discipline God wants. On the other hand, when parents and others in authority exercise rightful authority, they ought to avoid embittering others. A prime example of this is Marxists who have made a religion of embittering people.

Rightful Disobedience

The expression "all things" can be confusing. If a child of Hindu parents in India has been sent to a Christian school (for superior training) and then, due to the school's influence, is bap​tized as a Christian against the will of his parents, is that not the proper thing to do? Or does obeying "in all things" mean that the child should refuse to become a Christian and thereby put in jeopardy his eternal welfare? The "all things" is explained more fully in Eph. 6:3 where we read that when children obey their parents, it will be well with them, and they will even receive tem​poral blessings. What happens when a child becomes a Chris​tian and is baptized against his parents' wishes and, as a result, is cast out from society? Life will not be as easy and comfort​able as it once was. Christian children will follow Peter's words to Jewish authorities in 4:19: "It is right to obey God rather than men."

In the Lord

Both children and parents carry out their obligations "in the Lord." Again, note the need for a total Christ. It is Christ's love for all people that motivates children to obey parents and motivates parents to exercise authority and discipline in love.

Reference 28.

Prayer: That we may be disciplined in love to obey proper

authority and conversely, that we discipline others in love.
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Day Twenty-Nine — Colossians 4:5

Redeeming the Time with a Total Christ

Time is an issue in the creation/evolution controversy. In the days when the apostle Paul was teaching the Colossian Christians, the big issue was "angel stages" in the religion of gnosticism. Without millions and/or billions of years of time, the current "philosophy and vain deceit" (Col. 2:8) would fall apart. Paul's admonition to "redeem the time" (Col. 4:5) is also impor​tant to us today.

Two Aspects of Time

In Rev. 10:6 we read that in the next life there will be no time. But in Is. 30:8 we are taught that time will be forever. When Paul tells the Colossian Christians to "redeem the time" is he referring to time that no longer is or to time that is forever? The answer is there are two aspects to time. Time as a flow system will cease in eternity. But, time as an order system, will last forever. The very first word in the Bible is a "time" word. In Gen. 1:1 we read, "In the beginning." Perhaps the first thing God created was time. And thus He introduced an order system into the universe at the outset. "Redeeming the time" means we are to make the most of it. Time, since sin entered the universe, is short. We have a limited time to do what God has in store for us. Time can become even more precious than gold.

Idolatry

The manner in which time is used by evolutionists is idolatry. Along with chance and the environment, they make a god of time. When they are backed into a corner regarding their philosophy, they invoke more time, millions of years of time. We can redeem the time by renouncing such idolatry. The agnostics in Colossae were making gods of angel stages though there are no legitimate angel stages. Today many people make a god of time. In the companion book of Ephesians (5:16) we are ad​monished to redeem the time because the days are evil.

Regulation of Time

When we think of time, we think of stars. Thoburn Lyon, a Christian astronomer and author of Witness in the Sky and Clyde McCone, a Christian anthropologist and author of Evolu​tionary Time — A Moral Issue, note that time is regulated by the heavenly bodies. According to Gen. 1:14, the second reason for which the elements in space were created is to regulate time. They are so accurate we can even determine exact dates in history from them. Theme of the book of Colossians is that Christ is to be total in our lives, and thus avoid idolatrous use of time. Reference 29, 30

Prayer: That we may redeem the time through Christ, using time allotted to us wisely and avoiding all idolatrous use of time.


Day Thirty — Colossians 4:3, 4

Creation Evangelism — Colossian Evangelism

We have produced a book titled Creation Evangelism Worldwide. In it we provide a foundation for witnessing, using Creationist sciences as a basis. Examples of such witnessing in various parts of the world are cited, illustrating its effectiveness. ... At the end of Paul's letter to the Colossian Christians, he asks that while he is in prison, the Lord would bless his witness​ing. He does not wish to waste his time while in prison. Thus, he asks the Colossian Christians to pray for him in this endeavor. Connected with Science

Actually, Paul's prayers were answered. The books he wrote while in prison are Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians. They have been used as evangelism material for 2,000 years. His com​ments on gnosticism, philosophy and vain deceit can be effec​tively used in witnessing for the Gospel of Jesus Christ also in these areas. As he demonstrated that gnosticism is vain and is puffed up wisdom, in contrast he revealed the power of Jesus Christ who is above all angel stages. Thus, the vanity and deceit of gnosticism became apparent.

Effective Witnessing

The god of today's world is the theory of evolution. It is con​nected with science and with education. People worldwide believe the solution for all problems lies in education and science. And it requires an upward development of life forms over billions of years. We can use many of the apostle Paul's arguments; there is vanity and deception in what today are called science and education. As Jesus Christ is introduced into education and science, these disciplines are being changed. It is a method of witnessing that can be used worldwide, for belief in evolution is worldwide.

Double Power

Paul has much to say about the power of the total Christ. And this power is doubled when it is used in spiritual matters (forgiveness, salvation) and in material matters. Jesus Christ "reconciles all things" (1:20) and He is preeminent in "all things" (1:18). A true understanding of the book of Colossians, applied to the gnosticism of our day (evolution theory), will lead us to use double faith power. In a powerful manner we will not only witness, but will strengthen our spiritual life. Reference 31.

Prayer: That as we complete a study of the book of Colossians, we be filled with a double faith power through our Savior Jesus Christ. That He dominate both our spiritual and material lives.
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Day Twenty-Five — Colossians 3:14

A Total Christ and Perfect Love

Harold Roellig is an anthropologist and former pastor. In his book The God Who Cares he claims that Martin Luther made a mistake when he placed Christian life under the Ten Com​mandments. He claims that in the New Testament we are free from this Law. He favors a law which is not bound by the Ten Commandments.

Perfection

In Col. 3:14 the apostle Paul writes that charity (love) is the bond of perfectness, a thought emphasized throughout this let​ter. He wishes to present the Colossian Christians as holy, unblamable and unreprovable before God. He says that fulness dwells in Christ, and in Him who is above all angels we can be complete and perfect (2:10). If we understand the perfectness mentioned in 3:14, we will not disassociate love from the Ten Commandments. They were given (as they are explained by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount) that we might understand what perfection before God means. God is satisfied with nothing less than total perfection, and the Ten Commandments can never be abrogated. Summary of the Law is love, first to God, and then to our fellowmen. According to James 2:10, if it were possible for us to keep the Law—and yet offend in only one point—we would be guilty of the whole Law. Such is the nature of perfection. God created the universe in perfection, and when it was destroyed by Adam's sin, God found a way to restore that perfection through His Son. That Law is forever binding.

Absolutes

Frequently I am asked to help someone's relative or friend who is an evolutionist. Often this person is active in Christian Church work. How can one reach such a person? A good way is to emphasize the theme of perfection and absolutes which runs through Scripture, through the Christian religion. Perfection demands a perfect universe in the beginning (Gen. 1:31), in con​trast to vain philosophies, such as evolution theory. Indicate there can be no compromise. God demands perfection, but none of these theories permits even absolutes. As the apostle Paul, in his arguments with the gnostics often spoke of perfection, so to​day we should confront the vain philosophy of evolution and related religions. Perfect love are key words in our struggle for truth.

Reference 26.

Prayer: That we may see the value of perfect love and learn how

to obtain it. That we may use perfect love in witnessing to God's

truth.


Day Twenty-Six — Colossians 3:16

A Total Christ and Christian Music

A phenomenon today is the dominance in Christian circles of the hymn "How Great Thou Art." Originally this was a Swedish song and the refrain was, "Oh Mighty God," rather than, "How Great Thou Art." Originally there were nine verses rather than the current four. Refrain after the last verse was addressed to "O Savior God." Humanly speaking, what popularized this song was Beverly Shea singing it at Billy Graham crusades. We have heard it sung in many parts of the world, in many languages: Korean, Japanese, Chinese, English, German, French, Spanish, Dutch, Italian. At a 1984 creation convention held in Israel, on the plains of Galilee where Jesus multiplied bread and fish, a group of us sang this in a round Italian church which had a lot of resonance. We sang simultaneously in three languages: Japanese, Italian and English. It was very impressive. It is a creation song, of sorts. Even music can be used in witnessing.

Science and Music

St. Paul prays that the Word of Christ would dwell richly in the Colossian Christians and asks that they teach and ad​monish one another in hymns, psalms and spiritual songs, sing​ing with grace in their hearts to the Lord. In the companion book of Ephesians, the apostle urges them to be filled with the Spirit, speaking in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in their hearts to the Lord, giving thanks for all things to the Father, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Power of Music

Much of modern day music is evil, but music can also be a blessing. It has been said that during the Reformation, more people were brought to the Gospel through the music of Martin Luther and others than through books. Today young people ef​fectively use their style of music in evangelism efforts. Music has a way of popularizing truths and instilling them into the minds and emotions of people. Every possible means, including music, should be used to promote the Gospel. A Total Christ in Music

Many songs emphasize the beauty of Christ, that He is precious. The Psalmist urges us to sing "new songs" (Ps. 33:3). As Christ becomes more of a total force in our lives, we sing more songs. Our worlds of education and science ought to pro​duce new songs. But all music ought to be captive to Christ.

Prayer: That we may serve Christ through music, particularly music which glorifies His creation, preservation and salvation.


_1097741895.doc
Day Twenty-One — Colossians 2:7

Rooted and Grounded in a Total Christ

In his book Where Are We Headed? author Jan Lever makes an attempt at being both a Christian and an evolutionist. He is a scientist in Holland and he accepts a millions-of-years evolution and an amoeba-to-man development. Writing books and appear​ing on radio and TV, he pushes his position that Christ's main teaching is the universal equality of mankind and that our chief responsibility is to show social concern and to be peaceable. He says nothing of Christ's power and forgiving love, but em​phasizes that we are to follow His examples of kindness. Though no person can read another's heart to determine whether he is a Christian, he obviously is not rooted and ground​ed in the total Christ,

Warning

In Col. 2:4, 8,18, 23 the apostle Paul issues four warnings to Christians to avoid following gnostic heresy. He warns them not to be beguiled, not to follow vain philosophy, not to follow tradi​tions of man or rudiments of this world, not to worship angels nor intrude into things unseen, and not to be puffed up. In verse 7 we read that, those who follow gnostic philosophy—which substituted angel worship for Christ worship—are no longer rooted and grounded in Christ. Many people claim that Christ and Gospel have nothing to do with science, and they would perhaps say that Christ and Gospel had little to do with gnostic heresy in Paul's day. But the apostle differs; he insists that Jesus Christ is total. For the sake of wisdom, Christ is vital and we need to be rooted and grounded in Him. This is the safe way to avoid being deceived.

A Sunday School Superintendent

Recently we attended a Sunday School where the superintendent rejected the short ages given in Scripture in favor of accepting long ages proposed by the scientific establishment. He was a good scientist and active in his church, but he refused permission for showing a "dinosaur" slide presentation because he insisted dinosaurs lived millions of years ago. He needs to be warned, as Paul warned the Colossian Christians, not to be deceived by unbelievers. Though active in his church, this man was not rooted and grounded in Jesus Christ. And there are many like him. Pressure from the communi​ty and from everything that appears awesome in the world is tremendous and many Christians bow to it. Paul tells them, as he told the Colossian Christians, they are not rooted and grounded in Christ Jesus. Reference 22.

Prayer: That we be taught to heed warnings against unchristian philosophy and vain deceit. That we become ever more rooted and grounded in a total Christ.


Day Twenty-Two — Colossians 2:12; 3:3,4

Dr. Duane Gish is a biochemist and author of Speculations and Experiments Related to the Theories on the Origin of Life.

He demonstrates that spontaneous origin of life is impossible and that people who suggest that life arose in a primordial soup of methane, ammonia, hydrogen and water vapor, with the aid of lightning strokes, must overcome impossible barriers. Though oxygen is needed at a later stage, it cannot be present initially, for it would destroy the acids in their beginning stages. Therefore, they postulate a reducing atmosphere in the begin​ning. When it is needed later, it conveniently appears. Their arguments for a reducing atmosphere are unconvincing. Even if amino acids could form by accident, they would be destroyed faster than they could form and, thus, would never get anywhere. Research on the life cell reveals much more than the DNA and a coding process which is still beyond our understanding. If biochemists cannot even understand life, how can they postulate that it came into being through accidents? Jesus and Life

It is doubtful that scientists will, from inorganic material, create life in a test tube. The more that is learned about the life cell, the more remote this possibility appears. But God can give life to the dead, for we read in Col. 2:12 that God raised Jesus to life after His body had experienced physical death. And in Col. 3:3,4 we read that our lives are hidden in Christ. When He shall appear in glory on the Last Day, we shall appear with Him. There is life in Christ.

We read in Col. 1:16 that Christ created everything in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible. This includes life. The expression in Col. 1:17 that Christ holds all things together, includes the coding force of the life cell. Creation of life demands more thought than scientists are capable of providing.

Life in a Test Tube

Back in 1968, during a talk in upper Michigan, I indicated that life had not been created in a test tube and that it probably never would be. A Senior High School student was very upset about this. Her teacher had already (though erroneously) taught that life had been created in a test tube. Today, more than 20 years later, we are no closer to this accomplishment. This is true even though fantastic advances have been made in understand​ing the life cell.

Total Christ and Life

Emphasis in the book of Colossians is on the total Christ. All life depends on Him. But, more importantly, He gives victory over sin by blotting out sins and nailing them to the cross (Col. 2:14).

Reference 23.

Prayer: That we may know that life is bound with Christ, our Savior. Also that we may continue to find physical and spiritual life in Him.
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Day Seventeen — Colossians 1:23

A Total Christ in Every Creature

Herman Schaars, formerly teacher in a Christian school in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, had a remarkable way of explaining the wonders of nature and creatures of nature to children. He col​lected his studies and they were printed in magazines. Finally, they were collected and published in a book titled Nature and Nature's God, still available. In describing these wonders, Schaars always gave God the glory. Schaars was a Creationist and he helped found the Creationist organization in Milwaukee. From a thoroughly Christian and Creationist viewpoint he il​lustrates the wonders of God's creatures.

The Gospel and the Creature

In Col. 1:23 the writer seems to say that the Gospel is preached to every creature. It is preached to all people, but what about animals and what about stars or rocks? The original Greek language demands that we translate "in every creature" or "in the presence of every creature." The word for "creature" in this verse is the one used in Mark 16:15 (ktisis) and also in Col. 1:16 where we read that Christ created everything. Perhaps, even better than saying "in the presence of," we can note that in every creature we see the need for the Gospel, for all creatures are cursed by sin as we note in Rom. 8:19-21. Evidences of degeneration throughout nature point up the need for the Gospel.

Grand Canyon of Arizona

In the summer of 1976 we were making a movie of the Grand Canyon, from a Creationist viewpoint. Halfway down the North Rim trail we met Bruce Atkins who was witnessing to backpackers as they hiked through the canyon. Bruce complain​ed that Creationists who were emphasizing that Grand Canyon was formed thousands of years ago (not millions, or billions, of years ago) were not promoting the Gospel. In his encounters it was necessary only to quote John 3:16. We pointed out that beautiful and awesome as the canyon is, it is not perfect. Every day up to one-half million tons of sand and silt are swept down the Colorado River. From erosion of this scenic wonder, we can demonstrate the need of the Gospel for mankind. As we apply the Gospel, we discard the mythology that this marvelous can​yon is millions, even billions, of years old. A Total Christ

Throughout the book of Colossians the apostle Paul em​phasizes the need for a total Christ. The Gospel of His redemp​tion has been needed by people of every generation in every land.

Reference 17.

Prayer: That we see the Gospel at work through believers and that the Gospel even has material regenerating power.


Day Eighteen — Colossians 1:26

The Mystery of a Total Christ

Writing in Journey Away From God, Robert Benedict states that today's scientists are in a dilemma. While they admit the theory of evolution does not explain scientific data, they cannot submit to accepting the Creationist position. British paleon​tologist Sir Arthur Keith, has stated "Evolution is unproved and unprovable . .. the only alternative is special creation, and that is unthinkable." To this Dr. Wilder-Smith humorously answers that "he just can't think." Scientific data do not support a billions-of-years age for the universe nor an amoeba-to-man development. Further, the two laws of thermodynamics thoroughly disprove the theory of upward development. Radioactive dating techniques are proving to be mixing rather than dating, in most cases. Also, the rapid decay of earth's magnetic field demands a young age for the earth. Still, not many scientists accept the creation model. To accept the Biblical account of origins demands facing a just God with per​sonal sins and, like Adam and Eve, people prefer to blame some​one or something else.

Mystery

In the book of Colossians Paul notes that the Gospel is a mystery, and he says more in Eph. 3:3-5. One reason for referring to it as a mystery is that the religion of the gnostics was a secret, similar to the rituals of secret societies. The Christian religion, too, is a mystery, but it has been revealed and Paul had a special call to reveal it. All Christians have this call. Even while in prison, Paul asked for prayers of the Colossian Christians that he might better reveal this mystery. But not only is the Gospel a mystery; creation is a mystery to scientists because it was a one-time act, brought about through processes not now observable. It is not anti-science, but it is above what today is called science.

Scientific Mysteries in Scripture

Scientists diligently search out mysteries in nature, but they tend to believe that mysteries in the Bible have no scientific value. Because Christ, the Center of Scripture, is total, they would do well to study the mysteries of Scripture which deal with science. One such is the picture of weather in Job, chapters 36, 37, and 38. There seem to be genetic qualities in weather we have not begun to find. In Job 38:28 rain is called a father and in 38:39 ice is called a mother along with the question "out of whose womb came the ice"? Only 150 years ago nothing was known about the elaborate coding in the life cell. Perhaps there is an even more elaborate coding in weather. Who will reveal more scientific mysteries from Scripture? Reference 18.

Prayer: That we be thankful for mysteries already revealed. That we be energetic in proclaiming the mystery of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Day Eleven — Colossians 1:14 and 2:13,14

Christ is Total Through Forgiveness

Kelly Segraves, writing in Jesus Christ, Creator, emphasizes that Jesus Christ is not only Redeemer, but also Creator. In Col 1:16 we read that Jesus Christ "created" or ktisis. This Greek word has the same meaning as the Hebrew word bara. It means to make something out of nothing, to make something for the first time, and to make as only God can make. It is distinguished from "holding together" or sunesteeken (1:17) which refers to preservation processes still going on. Scientists can operate on​ly with preservation for no one can experiment with a one-time "creation." What author Segraves properly emphasizes is that unless Christ is also Creator, He has no power to forgive our sins.

Stephan Marinov

At the 1978 Creationist conference on space, held in Cleveland, Ohio, the theme centered on Einstein's theory of relativity. Three non-creationist scientists were invited because they believed in absolute space rather than relative space, as ad​vocated by Einstein. Stephan Marinov hailed from Bulgaria, his father having been a leader in turning that country into a Marxist state. Stephan had been in charge of the Observatory at Sophia, and there he began to understand that something more than "relativity" is needed. When he called for a worldwide con​ference to study absolute space, the authorities thought he had deviated too far. He was tortured in psychiatric wards. He con​vinced them they were losing an image of good scientists, for which they expelled him. Knowing that we wished to "witness" to him, he stated that Marxists had killed 60 million people in 60 years in eastern Europe alone. But that had accomplished nothing. When we told him that Christ's loving forgiveness was more powerful than all authoritative force, he stated he was also a member of the Greek Orthodox Church. In his talks, he in​dicated he still trusted in chance, time and environment rather than in Father, Son and Spirit.

In Weakness

This forgiveness operates through weakness. Jesus Christ accomplished His mission by dying on the cross, the most shameful death which human minds have devised. Christ possesses total power, but God's strength is made perfect in weakness (II Cor. 12:9). God uses weakness to show that power and end results derive from Him, not from us.

Reference 11,

Prayer: That we may learn the supreme power of forgiveness and love in all areas of our lives.


Day Twelve — Colossians 1:16, 17

Jesus Christ: Total in Creation and Preservation

Dr. Raymond Surburg, in a book edited by Dr. Paul Zimmerman and titled Darwin, Evolution and Creation, notes that the Greek word for "creation" in Col. 1:16 ktisis, is the same as the Old Testament word bara. He notes this means to make something from nothing. It also means to make something for the first time, and further, to make something which only God can make. In Colossians the emphasis is that Jesus Christ is beyond all angel stages of which gnostics boasted; He is God and He created the angels.

Potential — Preservation

The greatness of God —and of Christ as God —is noted in the word "finished" in Gen. 2:1. Note the distinction between "creation" in Col. 1:16 and preservation or "holding together" sunesteeken in Col. 1:17. Not only did God create the universe and all that is in it in six normal-length days, but in that time He placed potential for all varieties and all adaptations to a varied environment. When Adam and Eve were created, all people (you and I) were created in code. This Creator God is truly wondrous. The word for "preservation" or "holding together" in 1:17 ap​plies to what is now going on. We cannot experiment with "crea​tion"; we can experiment only with preservation. Evolutionists make a fundamental error in claiming the universe arrived at its present stage through preservation process. The triune God both created and preserves that creation. We should willingly accept the picture of beginnings as recorded in Scripture rather than discarding that divine account for a mythological billions-of-years account of "survival of the fittest."

R. H. Brown

Dr. R. H. Brown is a physicist and a confessing Christian. He received his doctorate in what is called "radioactive dating" and he is convinced that science demonstrates 4.5 billion years as the age of earth. Yet, according to Scripture, he believes the universe is only approximately 6,000 years old. This kind of divid​ed mind is abnormal. We have told him that if he could accept the distinction between creation and preservation, indicated in these two verses (Col. 1:16, 17), he would overcome this alleged separation. What may appear to be 4.5 billion years old is only 6,000 years old. A divine God was able through the process of ktisis or "creation" to place into the universe all that was need​ed then or ever. It is important that we distinguish between "creation" and "preservation." Reference 12.

Prayer: That we might recognize the difference between "crea​tion" and "preservation" and accept that creation was ac​complished through processes no longer in operation.
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Day Thirteen — Colossians 1:18

Jesus Christ Total in All Things

In our reading for Day Two we referred to G. Kenneth An-deen and his book Genesis, the Book of Beginnings. The reason he does not believe that Genesis presents an historical account of creation is that he fails to understand a key verse in the book of Colossians (Col. 1:18). Here we read that Christ is preeminent in all things. Andeen claims that Genesis teaches only that God is Creator and Preserver and that it is left to science, more or less, to answer questions as to "how" and "when." This leads him to believe that creation is still continuing. In Col. 1:16, 17 Paul makes a distinction between creation and preservation.

All Things

Here we need to emphasize the value of the word "all things." This means that also in material things Christ is to be total. Christ was born in the flesh, and in Col. 1:22 we read that He reconciles us by His blood and by the body of His flesh. Christ died in His fleshly body and rose in His body of flesh and blood. Following His resurrection and glorification, He told His disciples that a spirit does not have flesh and bones as He had (Luke 24:39). For Christ to be preeminent in all things means that His forgiveness must have material regenerating power as well as spiritual regeneration.

Meaning of Colossians 3:1

It seems that the apostle Paul contradicts himself when he states in Col. 3:1 that we are to put our affection on things above and seek those things that are above rather than things of the earth. This seems to make a distinction between physical and spiritual matters. But Paul speaks only of physical things which are cursed by human sin. Before entrance of sin, all flesh was good. Also, the new heavens and new earth will be physically restored to their original perfection. This is why in Acts 3:21 we read of the restitution of all things. In the restoration, everything will be in its original purity. This attempted distinction between Christ as spiritual and science as physical is destructive both to science and theology.

Job 23:25

This is noted already in the Old Testament. In the book of Job the young man, Elihu, states—after leading Job into the Gospel under the picture of an "Angel above a Thousand" ran​soming Job's soul from the pit—that Job's badly deteriorated fleshly body would be restored to freshness as that of a young child. This actually happened for Job lived another 140 years. At the time of his affliction he was perhaps 70 years old. The state​ment that "Christ is preeminent in all things" emphasizes the renewing power of the Gospel. Reference 3.

Prayer: That we may learn the value of Christ not only in spiritual matters, but in "all things."


Day Fourteen — Colossians 1:18

Fulness of a Total Christ

In his book To Be As God, Dr. Bolton Davidheiser explains how scientists attempt to produce a "brave new world" as described by Aldous Huxley in a 1932 book by that title. In 1949 George Orwell set 1984 as the time when this dream would come true. The date has come and gone, and the world is still wicked. Geneticists are experimenting with cloning and synthetic pro​duction of offspring. Davidheiser calls this "playing God." These scientists are not much different from the gnostics who plagued the Colossian Christians some 2,000 years ago. They named their brave new world a "fulness." They maintained they could advance from one angel stage to another by rigorously fulfilling Jewish rituals. The final stage was the fulness. Fulness in Christ

In the book of Colossians the apostle Paul teaches that in Christ we have fulness. We read in Col. 1:19 that it pleased God that in Christ we should have all fulness. After the apostle warned the Colossians about gnostic heresy (2:9), he states again that the fulness dwells in Christ. The moment we accept Christ as our Savior, we have this fulness. Nothing in this world is perfect, but we have fulness in Christ who overcame sin.

Gold in Eden

While on a geology tour in south Africa after Easter in 1988, Prof. J. Kies, geology teacher, pointed out to us the value of the statement that gold in the Garden of Eden in the land of Havilah and along the River Pison was of very best quality (Gen. 2:11,12). In South Africa where much gold has been mined, all the gold has been discovered in basement rock, rocks dating to the Garden of Eden before sin. Even now, farther west around Johannesburg, gold is being discovered in shafts as deep as 10,000 feet in places. This is also in basement rock. Dr. Kies con​tended that gold being mined today dates, in nearly all in​stances, to the time of the Garden of Eden. This not only pro​vides scientific direction for locating gold, but hints at the remarkable beauty of the Garden of Eden. The garden was com​plete fulness. We cannot experience this yet, but when we ac​cept Jesus Christ as our Savior from sin, we enjoy this fulness by faith.

The Fulness Now

We need not strive for that fulness as the gnostics did. Nor need we hope for a brave new world as evolutionists do. We have it right here and now by faith in Jesus Christ. Because He is perfect, He has power to make us perfect. Reference 13.

Prayer: That we be thankful for the fulness in Christ Jesus we already have and for the assurance of eternal blessings in the life to come.
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Day Nine — Colossians 1:11, 24

A Total Christ and Affliction

In his book The Coming of the Golden Age, author Gunther Stent suggests that soon we will enjoy the "Golden Age" described by Hesiod more than 25 centuries ago. Men will live like gods "without sorrow of heart, remote and free from toil and grief, but with legs and arms never failing," beyond the reach of evil. The Bible holds out an assured hope like that for us, but in this wick​ed world there must also be tribulation. Evolutionists have hope for the future, but Christians have hope already now, through Christ. We indicate that hope by using it to turn troubles into blessings.

St. Paul and Suffering

St. Paul also paints a picture of suffering. Though we have perfection and assured hope, while we live in this wicked world, we must endure afflictions. But we can convert them into bless​ings. That is why we read in Col. 1:11 that we need Christ's power to endure suffering in patience and we are to be long-suffering with joyfulness. Christ turned death into a blessing (8:32).

Christ's Suffering for Us

Paul mentions his suffering while in prison in Rome, from where he was writing this letter. While everyone must endure a certain measure of suffering, Paul suffered more than his share in order that others might suffer less. When Christ reigns in our life, we can convert affliction to blessing. This is a unique power which is ours.

Calcutta

Calcutta in India has often been called the hell-hole of the earth. When this writer was there in 1983, he was frustrated because the authorities would not permit him to deplane at Assam where he had planned to meet with scientists, because of "fighting" going on. Then, while staying at the Salvation Army Guest House in Calcutta, garbage in front of the building was not picked up for a whole week and people rummaged through it. Our driver earned $50 per month, of which he spent $25 for room rent. Here was real suffering, but it was a joy to see how Chris​tians turned this to blessing. The Lord provided me with oppor​tunity to present ten talks that week. Throughout the mission world we have seen much suffering, many apparent failures, but we have seen defeat and disgrace converted into blessings. We read in II Cor. 12:9 that God's strength is made perfect in weakness. Evolutionists who rely on survival of the fittest as a means of progress deny this, for one cannot genuinely convert trouble to blessing without the hope of perfection restored through Christ's suffering. Reference 9.

Prayer: That God's power in the total Christ give us strength not only to endure suffering and trouble but to make blessings of them.


Day Ten — Colossians 1:13, 16; 2:10, 15

A Total Christ and the Devils

In his book Deliver Us From Evil, author Don Basham describes how he, as a Christian minister, was gradually led into a ministry of driving out demons. He is certain that devils are real and still today they take possession of some people. He reports on his development of a means of detecting presence of devils and of his method of overcoming them. He believes it is important to have the devils state their names and then to drive them authoritatively in the name of Jesus. Generally they depart with a wail. As we see New Age people today operating with devils and the occult, we agree with Basham that devils are real.

Devils in the Book of Colossians

In a scientific study of the book of Colossians we find a number of references to devils. In 1:13 Paul states that forgiveness translates the Colossian Christians from darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son. In 1:16 thrones, dominions, principalities and powers refer to angels and devils, devils being the fallen angels. In 2:10 principalities and powers includes devils. In 2:15 where we read that Christ triumphs over prin​cipalities and powers, reference is to devils only. In Eph. 2:2 we read of the power of the prince of the air and in Eph. 6:12 Paul reminds us that we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, powers, rulers of darkness of this world, spiritual wickedness in high places. Ephesians is a companion book to Colossians and aids our understanding.... St. Paul was combating the gnostic philosophy that people progress from one spiritual stage to another through ritual exercises. These were allegedly ruled by angels and were called principalities, powers, mights, dominions, and thrones. Actually, they were devils and the apostle is showing that Jesus Christ has power over angels and devils.

Materialization

Dr. Clifford Burdick (geologist) tells about trying to help a young Mexican person who had been attending the Church of Satan in Los Angeles. As they were in Dr. Burdick's apartment in Tucson, Az., reading the Bible, fire broke out on the wall and they had to extinguish it. The next day as they again read the Bible, fire broke out on a sweater which Dr. Burdick had bought in Cusco, Peru on our trip there in 1979. He rolled on the floor to put out the flame. For a long time he wore that sweater with a hole in the back. This is evidence that in a pagan culture, the devil at times materializes. . .. Author Basham notes that when he talks of devil possession, people smile and say no one still believes in devils. Though they are invisible and not subject to experimenta​tion, they are very real. As in the apostle Paul's day, Jesus Christ provides the power to overcome them. Reference 10.

Prayer: That we may recognize the reality of devils and that through Jesus Christ we may overcome them.
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Day Three — Col. 1:2,3,4,12, 22,28; 3:14; 4:12

Perfection from a Total Christ—Not in Nature

Writing in The Meaning of Evolution, George Gaylord Simp​son says, "The search for an absolute ethic ... has been a failure." He admits that absolutes are not possible in nature. He also claims that absolutes are not possible in Scripture. This is contradicted by the book of Colossians in which we are taught perfection in Christ.

Statements of Perfection

The word "saints" in Col. 1:2, 1:4, 1:12 means they are perfect. The expression "truth of the Gospel" (1:5) verifies that perfection. In 1:22 we read that we can be holy and blameless and unreprovable through Christ. Paul's purpose in preaching and teaching was to perfect the Colossians in Christ (1:28). We are to be clothed with love, the bond of perfectness (3:14). Epaphras was concerned that the Colossians be perfect and complete in the will of God (4:12). The gnostics, with their graduated angel stages, could only hope for a future perfection. And evolutionists can produce nothing better.

Marco

In 1985 Miguel Yapor, a Creationist in Chihuahua, Mexico, drove 200 miles to El Paso, Texas in a pickup to pick us up for three weeks of speaking engagements. Because he suffered from muscular dystrophy, he had asked Marco De Las Casas to help him with the driving. Marco's father was a leader in educa​tion in Mexico and his brother was a provost at the University in Chihuahua. Marco taught science in three different schools. Though Marco had become a Creationist, he was not a Christian. During pur five-hour drive to Chihuahua, we described to him the Colossian doctrine of perfection: that God created a perfect world in the beginning; that sin had destroyed that perfection, including a curse placed on all material data which are studied in science; but an almighty God still demands perfection. This perfection can be restored only through the substituted atone​ment of Jesus Christ. Because the world was perfect in the beginning, there could not have been a gradual evolution from slime—not even a theistic evolution through which, it is claimed, God created by evolution. Thus, the best in science cannot be attained unless it is based on Jesus Christ. It cannot, and did not, occur through chance processes or survival of the fittest (2:19). The following day (a Saturday) Marco accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior.

A Total Christ

Marco learned that he needed Christ in everything. And this is why we read in 1:18 that Christ should be preeminent in all things, material as well as spiritual and scientific as well as for "those things above" (3:1). Reference 4.

Prayer: That we be taught the need for a total perfection and that
this is possible, both materially and spiritually, in Christ's
substituted atonement.
*


Day Four — Colossians 1:5, 6

Truth from a Total Christ Writing  in Science and Faith—Twin Mysteries, Wm. G.

Pollard, who is an Episcopal rector and a physicist, demonstrated that a real ending or conclusion cannot be at​tained by anything which today is called science. There are un​told mysteries in nature. We think scientists are coming closer to an understanding of the atom as they are discarding the cur​rently held quantum model and are probing into a magnetic-reaction model in which they find an unlimited speed of light holding together opposing parts of the atom. But there is much, much more information in the atom which has not been discovered. From Job 38:22-30 we learn that there are mysteries about weather which we have not even begun to solve. And we will never reach absolutes through merely a study of the atom and weather. There are greater mysteries than these in Christ of which Paul speaks in 1:26, 27 and 2:2. The Gnostics, practicing a secret religion—similar to some secret societies today-claimed they possessed mysteries which others did not have. Paul tells them he is revealing the mysteries of Christ which are open to whoever will receive them. One of these mysteries is that in Jesus Christ, absolutes are to be found.

A Damned Religion

In April of 1977 there was a debate between Dr. Sam Kirkwood and Dr. Duane Gish, attended by 5,000 people. It was held at Northrup Auditorium at the University of Minnesota. Kirkwood stated emphatically that he would be damned before he would accept the Bible as a book of science. Thus, he restricts his research to a cursed nature which, while it is con​sistent, is never absolute. And he rejects the only source of real truth, Jesus Christ, who has removed the source of lies and curse, i.e., sin. Thus, we need to use the greater mystery of revealed Scripture to probe the lesser mysteries of nature.

A Total Christ

Again, we note the need for a total Christ, preeminent in and above all things (1:18). Whatever we do or think ought to be done in His name (3:17). Unless we use the wondrous mysteries in Christ to understand and use the mysteries in nature, we will follow the deception of a billions-of-years age and an upward development of life. It even appears that the current model of the atom (quantum), with its uncertainties and reliance on chance, is deceptive because it is built on chance. There will always be mysteries, even when we know as we are known (I Cor. 13:12). But in Christ we have revelation of mysteries, old and new.

Reference 5.

Prayer: That we may be taught to use both mysteries in nature and in Christ. That we be spared from deception.
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Day Five — Colossians 1:6, 23

A Total Christ, a Global Christ

The authors of the booklet Evolution Equals One, published in India, attempt to portray evolution as a superior religion. Belief in, and teaching of, evolution theory is worldwide. In California the state Board of Education has condemned "crea​tion science" as a pseudo-science and is attempting to keep it from being taught in public schools. Also, it has refused ac​creditation to the Creationist college in San Diego. In Japan evolutionism is more dominant than even the native Shinto religion. Also Moslems, who claim to be Creationists, admit that a millions-of-years age and an upward transformation of life is taught in most of their schools. At least one-half of so-called Christian churches accept some form of theistic evolution. And Marxists could not get along without their foundation of evolu​tion.

Contrast

In contrast, in his letter to the Colossians, the apostle Paul speaks of Jesus Christ as being global. He claims the Gospel has been proclaimed worldwide and in 1:23 he even says it has been preached to every creature. In our day preaching of the Gospel is not as dominant or worldwide as is the promotion of evolutionism. We might wonder if the apostle is right. The gnostics which he opposed were a small group while today's gnosticism (evolution) is more dominant than any theory has ever been. Does this falsify Paul's statements?

Vision in a Roman Catholic Church

In March of 1985 when we were giving a talk at "Sacred Heart" (catholic) church in Chihuahua, Mexico, we were amazed at the impact on the audience of statements on Scripture's scientific accuracy. While mentioning the dominance of evolu​tion theory, the Holy Spirit led us to the real truth of what the apostle Paul is saying—the Gospel is even more dominant. Evolutionism is dominant because people believe it is science, and science is the world's "god" in our day. When it can be demonstrated that a science based on Scripture is a superior science, many people are willing to explore mysteries of the Gospel. This worldwide challenge offers opportunities to witness to our great Savior. The Gospel had global impact in Paul's day and it is global in scope today. Using modern methods of communication, we have a challenge to spread the Gospel worldwide. Reference 6.

Prayer: That we may be convinced of the superior global character of the Gospel. That we spread worldwide the message of Christ's atonement.


Day Six — Colossians 1:9

A Total Christ — and a Definition of Science Writing in Evolution and the Christian Faith, Dr. Bolton Davidheiser suggests that scientific methods are based on the principle of uniformity. This means that under the same cir​cumstances, the same cause will produce the same result or ef​fect. In general, this is true, for we do not live in a capricious world. Yet, evolutionists maintain that everything arrived through a combination of chance happenings. The scientific method is described as being subject to experiment, subject to repetition of experiments, and subject to falsification. Dr. Davidheiser knows there is more to science than this. Though nature provides many of the answers, it does not provide all of them.

Three Types of Knowledge

In the apostle Paul's prayer for the Colossian Christians he asks for them knowledge, wisdom and spiritual understanding (1:9). "Knowledge" seems to be the general word for "wisdom" as is the Hebrew word chokma in Job 28:28. "Wisdom" seems to refer to knowledge in action, keeping us in balance, as in the Hebrew word segel. "Spiritual understanding" means putting things together, understanding or perceiving, as in the Hebrew word biyn. To obtain this greater wisdom we need more than nature can provide. Accepting a total Christ develops all these types of wisdom.

Three Levels of Science

During our speaking engagements in South Africa in 1986 and 1988 we spoke at universities, colleges, Bible schools and seminaries. We emphasized the three levels of science.

1. First is "data" knowledge. This is information gained from ex​perimentation. It is covered by "knowledge" in Col. 1:9.

2. Second is Biblical science. We unashamedly join Scripture with science, setting aside prejudices against such a union.

3. Third, and highest, level is the grace perspective. Here we acknowledge Christ as having total knowledge. Using His substituted perfection we are able to overcome the evils and deception which result from limiting our studies to a cursed nature.

New Definitions

This calls for new definitions. While diligence and rigorous study are demanded, it is acknowledged that forgiveness of sins is more important. Sin is the curse under which all of nature operates. This concept is as old as the apostle Paul (2000 years) and as old as Job (4000 years ago), yet it continually provides new insights. Productive change has taken place in the study of dinosaurs, in anthropology, geology, space science, and atomic energy science. Dark ages of science can be left behind to ex​plore new horizons. Reference 6.

Prayer: That we may be taught and motivated to use power of the total Christ (2:19) to develop new definitions and more pro​ductive science.
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Day One — Colossians 2:8

A Total Christ and "Evolution"

In 1975 Walter Lang produced a devotional guide based on the six books of Scripture which touch on the problems of science and evolu​tion. These are Genesis 1-11, Job, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Romans and Colossians. This Guide is a revision of the devotions on Colossians. Evolution—a Religion

In his book Evolution—A Religious Dogma, Philip Mauro demonstrates that the theory of evolution substitutes for the Biblical ac​count of creation, an upward development of life forms over a billions-of-years timespan, plus the element of chance. Substituting for the love of Christ is the destructive survival of the fittest.

Gnosticism

The apostle Paul condemns the science of his day among the Col​ossians which was "gnosticism." It combined Greek philosophy with Jewish asceticism. Life was divided into angel stages. By refusing to eat pork and by keeping the Sabbath and Jewish festivals, a person could graduate from one angel stage to the next, finally reaching the fulness, it was taught. Jesus Christ was merely a minor stage, not even the fulness. Not only did gnostics degrade Christ, but they improperly emphasized worldly things and Jewish religious exercises. In 1:20 we read that Jesus Christ also redeems things, but when we trust in "things," as is done in evolution philosophy, we are in trouble. Through Christ's redemption even material "things" in nature become a bless​ing.

A Total Christ

This means that Christ must be total also in earthly things, in​cluding science, as well as in "things above" (3:1). In these devotions we emphasize that Christ must be total, or "preeminent," in all things (1:18). In 1984 we listened to a talk at a retreat center on the Rhine River in Ger​many, at Bierbronnen, across from Switzerland. Speaker was Theobold Beer, a 75-year-old Roman Catholic priest who had spent 50 years study​ing the works of Luther. He complained of Luther's criticism of Augustine, claiming it was due to Luther's paranoia over sin. However, when Luther demonstrated to Augustine there are two Gods (not one), two churches (not one), two righteousnesses (right and false), he was demonstrating that we ought not divide horizontally (spiritual matters above/material things below).

Rather, in a vertical division we find evil not only in material things but also in spiritual things, e.g., devils. The angel stages in gnostic philosophy were actually devil stages as chance plus billions-of-years equaling upward evolution is a devil-inspired philosophy. Thus, Luther demonstrated that we need Jesus Christ in our material life as well as in our spiritual life. The book of Colossians furnishes effective arguments against devil-promoted gnosticism and devil-inspired evolution. The book of Colossians provides an effective tool in opposing evolution theories. A science rooted in Jesus Christ will produce more effective results (2:7).

Reference 1.2 on last page.

Prayer: That a study of Colossians will lead to Jesus Christ becoming a total influence in our lives, both with regard to material and to spiritual matters.


Day Two — Colossians 2:8

A Total Christ and Perfect Inspiration

Writing in Genesis—The Book of Beginnings, G. Kenneth An-deen suggests that Genesis was woven from three main strands of material. To him the Genesis creation account is a myth. The fall of man in Eden is not historical, but merely teaches a lesson, he says. And he rejects a global Flood. People who accept a millions (or billions) of years of age for earth must finally reject Scripture as an inspired (and perfect) book.

Inspiration of Colossians

How do we know that Colossians is inspired as we read in II Peter 1:21 that "holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit." In verse 1 Paul simply states that he is an apos​tle. In John 17:20 Christ states that His apostles would write that which would make men believe. All books of the New Testament were written by either the apostles or men who wrote under their auspices. Paul had become an apostle after he was called at Damascus and after three years' study at Mount Sinai (2 Cor. 12:2-5). As an apostle, he wrote the Word of God which is perfect. In contrast, due to human sin, nothing in nature is perfect. A Perfect Bible

Peter Ruckman, a theologian in Pensacola, Florida, insists that the King James version of the Bible is perfect, superior even to the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts. He even attempts to cor​rect these manuscripts by the KJV. This is not acceptable. However, his basic premise that Scripture is perfect, and that we need perfection not only in the original manuscripts (which no longer exist) but in contemporary translations, is correct. An answer is found in Ps. 12:7, where (recognizing that in Hebrew it is legitimate to switch genders), we read that the Bible is preserved from this generation forever. That includes today, when even with a variety of manuscripts and translations and opposing theological viewpoints, we can still be assured that we have a perfect Bible. This includes also the days in Genesis, chapter one and the consecutive genealogies listed in Gen. 10:11. This is what is meant by inerrancy. Throughout the book of Colossians the apostle Paul demands this perfection. Without Christ this is altogether impossible. An Imperfect Science

Though consistency may be found in a science based on nature, absolutes cannot be found. And without absolutes science disciplines become pagan idolatry, e.g., evolution theory. Throughout the book of Colossians Paul emphasizes that nature cannot provide perfection. Total perfection is possi​ble only in Jesus Christ. Reference 3.

Prayer: That we may have perfection in Jesus Christ and that this will lead to development of a superior and more productive science.


