he Hoatzin

HE Hoatzin is a strange-looking bird, 60 cm (2

feet) long, which lives in the rain-forests of
South America. The feathers on its head makes it
look as though it has a spiky hairstyle.

Hoatzins are unusual in other ways, too. When they first
hatch out, young hoatzins have claws on their wings.
What are they for? Sometimes, before the young birds
have learned to fly, some animal may attack them in the
nest. If this happens, the young hoatzins jump out of the
nestinto the river below. They are very good swimmers, so
they quickly swim to the bank, and climb back up to their
nest, using their wing claws to help them hold on to the
twigs and branches. When they learn to fly, they lose
their wing claws, since they
no longer need them.

Some people call hoatzins
“primitive”, because they
believe birds evolved from
reptiles. They say the
hoatzin is like a fossil bird
called archaeopteryx,
which also had wing claws,
and was once thought to be
a “missing link” between
reptiles and birds. We now
Young hoatzin with wing claws know that this creature was
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A pair of hoatzins in the rain-forest

oldest bird. It was simply a bird with claws on its wings
— like the modern hoatzin. Maybe it used its claws to
help it climb, like young hoatzins do today.

The fossils show that birds have always been
birds, and there is no evidence that hoatzins
“evolved” their wing claws. They are very useful to
the young birds, but they lose them when they no
longer need them. Although hoatzins are weird-
looking birds, the evidence shows that they have
been well designed by God, their Creator.
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From page two:
The builder’s “great idea” won’t work because
explosions never make things more orderly.
They just make a mess!
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Did our amazing world and universe come from a
gigantic explosion billions of years ago? That’s what
many people believe, but is it true, and is it possible?

Could noting explode and turn into everything?

People who believe the universe began with a “big bang”, rather
than a Creator, have a real problem. If there was nothing there
in the beginning, they have to believe that there was an
explosion of — nothing! But if they believe there
was something there in the beginning, they
have to explain where that came

from. Either way, they have to

believe in the
impossible.

The ‘big
bang’ theory
says that a huge

explosion produced

hydrogen gas, which then turned

into stars and galaxies. After many

millions of years some planets formed around one

of these stars — we call it the sun — and on one planet,

earth, life somehow began, and ‘evolved’ into all the many
different forms of life that live on earth today, including people.

(see our inside pages to find out why this just could not happen)
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It is even harder to believe that our world _and R
universe came from a “big bang” explosion, WEIRD AND
because those who tell us it happened_ that way WONDERFUL
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couts explosion of nothing! We think it is easier to believe
THIS in abig God than a ‘big bang‘!
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