The Mallee Fowl

he Australian Mallee Fowl has been nick-

named “the thermometer bird”. There is a
good reason for this. Most birds sit on their eggs
to keep them warm until they hatch, but the
Mallee Fowl does things differently.
The male bird builds an “incubator” for the eggs. He begins
by digging a hole 1m (3ft) deep and 5m (16ft) wide. He then
collects lots of decaying leaves and twigs and makes a
huge mound in the hole. When it has been wetted by rain,
the bird covers this with a layer of sand, making a pile about
1% m (4% ft) high. The material may weigh over 300
tonnes! Like a gardener’'s compost heap, the pile heats up,
but the Mallee Fowl then has to get the temperature just
right before the female can lay her eggs—it has to be within
1° of 34°C. (92°F). To do this it uses its beak like a
thermometer. When the temperature is just right the female
begins to lay her eggs in the centre of the pile. She lays an
egg each day for about a month. Each time, the male
covers them over and keeps checking the temperature with
his beak. If it became too hot or too cold the chicks would
never hatch. If it gets too hot, he scratches some sand off,
and if it gets too cold he piles more on. When the chicks
hatch, they turn on their backs and dig themselves out
through about %m (2 ft) of leaves and sand. They can fly at

once and feed themselves. In fact, they never even know
their parents.

RD AND WONDERFU

The Mallee Fowl could never have evolved. The baby birds
never see a nest being built, so how could they gradually
learn to build that huge “incubator”? How could they learn
that the temperature needed to be kept constant and how
did they get that special “thermometer” in their beak? And
how do the baby birds know they have to dig their way out of
the pile when they hatch? Evolution can’t answer these
questions. The amazing Mallee Fowl must have been
created in the beginning by God.

GOD HAS SPOKEN!

ink of a world without language—not
-tl)-te]'mg able to talk or listen to other people,
or able to read or write. How thankful we;
should be that God has given us language!
But it's even more wonderful that God has
spoken to us! First of all, he has spoken
through His creation. “The heavens tell the

what is wrong in their lives. It is useful for corr
our world, about God, and about ourselves.

“God has spoken to us through his Son” (Hebrews

' [ ds have made. Day after

d. And the skies announce what his han
g:ﬁﬁ;f t%ll the story” (Psalm 19: 1 -_2). Then He has spoken to us through
the Bible, which tells us about creation, the history of

God has been at work in His world. The Bible is our Ma

[ is gi [ hing and for showing people
Scripture is given by God and is useful for teacectigg nd for el s

how to live correctly” (1 Timothy 3: 16). The Bible can teach us a lot about

the world, and how
ker's handbook: “All

has spoken to us.
The Bible also tells us about the most wonderful wa;/:C;)o-dGOd ; :me e
in the Person of Jesus Christ to show us that He is not only @ powerful
Creator, butthat He loves eac . t
the cross for our sins, then rose again, sO thang
could be forgiven and live forever with Him. ct))
wants us to know and love Him. We begin | yt
asking Him to forgive us and to send His Holy ngm
to help us live the way He wants us to. Go ' as
spoken to you, now He wants you to talk to Him!

hof us. Jesus died on
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WY APES

DO
T

People who believe that apes
are our close relatives have
tried to teach them to speak.
They haven't succeeded,
because apes were not
designed to talk like uos.

Lovable and clever, but
chimps could never speak
areal language

MO CALKING CHIMPS

Some scientists who believe we evolved from ape-like
ancestors have tried very hard to teach apes to speak to “prove”
they are not very different from us. Some chimps have been
taught a kind of sign language. One, named Washoe, could
recognise about 160 “words”. Another chimp, called Kanzi, was
trained to use simple symbols which meant things like
“banana”, “grapes”, “juice” and “yes”. Kanzi also used four
different sounds to mean different things. All very clever, but it
took years to teach them these tricks, and other chimps would
not have understood this “language”, neither could Washoe or
Kanziteach itto other chimps.

This sign language is very different from the languages humans
use. Apes could never speak like us, because they don’t have
the muscles in their mouth and throat to make words.

Special muscles in
our throat and mouth
help us to form words.
The “speech centre”
in our brain controls
these muscles, and
also enables us to
learnlanguage.

BUDGIES ARE BEST!

internet w
www.talkingbudgie.com

Budgerigars are the world’s
pest talking animals. One
budgie named Victor had a
vocabulary of about 800
words! Find out more on the
website:

Bird-brains beat chimps!

Bird’s aren’t supposed to be closely related
to us, and their brains are very much Oa
smaller. But Irene Pepperb(_arg at the Agl
University of Arizona trained an
African gray parrot named Alex,
which, 'speaks English and means
what he says'. He can also countup to
six, and recognize and name about 100
different objects, as well as their colour,
ture and shape.
}fe;)(arrots are much cleverer than apes, why do WE :\he:;
more about experiments to teach apes to speak tr o
about talking birds? It must be because evolutlontlsto
believe we are closely relat_ed to apes but_ no 0
parrots! To admit that birds, W|t_h their tiny brains, ca
dowhat apes can’tdo spoils their evolution theory.
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